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T h e  P o r t o b e l l o

The independent voice of Portobello

THE SCOTTISH POWER 
site at Baileyfield has been 
sold to Duddingston House 
Properties, who have lodged 
an outline planning 
application with the Council 
to build a supermarket roughly 
the size of ‘Safeway’ at 
Piershill, with some 445 
parking spaces accessed via 
Fishwives Causeway.

   Earlier this year, at Cllr Lawrence Marshall’s request, the Council produced design guidelines 
for the site, which will be material in considering this application. These state that “comprehensive 
redevelopment of the site” should have three main objectives:

1. To mark a gateway into Portobello;
2. To ensure that comprehensive redevelopment knits the area back into Portobello in a positive 

way that respects and enhances its sense of place; 
3. To integrate the existing housing into a sympathetic spatial structure which offers better 

security and improves amenity.
In a letter to Baileyfield Road residents in February, Cllr Marshall said: “I would hope that it 

might be possible to begin to see a more mixed use for this site ... I hope ... that any proposal  ... 
will include a fairly substantial element of housing to go along with any proposals for offices and 
potentially some small retail developments”.

 He is, therefore very disappointed with the current proposal. “In my opinion, it will not help 
to knit this site back into the grain of Portobello, but rather create a discordant appendage at its 
very entrance”, he said. “It is a single-use offer, the use of space probably uninspiring and car-
dominated. Moreover, I believe it will compete with existing uses in the High Street rather than 
help to enhance them”.

“By making these comments now”, he continued, “ I have forfeited my right to vote when 
this application is considered at committee.  However, I am thereby freed to speak on behalf of 
Portobello on this very important matter - a much more important consideration for me.”

“If people wish to receive a copy of the guidelines referred to, please e-mail me at 
lawrence.marshall@edinburgh.gov.uk or call me at the City Chambers on 529 3282.”

The residents of the cottages in Baileyfield Road have had a number of meetings to discuss the 
impact any development would have for them.  Arthur Jeffery said, “We know that something has 
to be built there but don’t think a superstore and car park is really what folk want.  It’s just a waste 
of space.  Apart from general traffic problems there would be a huge number of car movements 
every day in the car park behind us and what about the effect on shops in Portobello?”

Local Deli owner Graham Kitchener is concerned at the impact such a development would have 
on the High Street: “When Asda opened in the 1980s, our High Street took a nose-dive”, he recalls. 
“Before then we had record shops, book shops, shoe shops etc.  Now diversity is low and we have 
a record number of fast food outlets.  This is not just a local trader talking – I live here as well and 
am well aware that local businesses form the heart of our community.  Some may think they would 
not be affected, but if diversity reduces even further, everyone’s trade would suffer”.  

John Stewart of Portobello Amenity Society points out that this proposal contravenes Policy 
E26 of the N.E. Edinburgh Local Plan, i.e. that “particular attention will be paid to the need [for 
new development] to enhance main or important thoroughfares”; and Policy S1, i.e. that new 
shopping development should be “appropriate in scale and character and well integrated with 
the [existing shopping] centre in design terms…  and not likely to affect adversely the vitality 
and viability [of that centre]”.  (Any objections should be sent to The Planning Department, 1 
Cockburn St, EH1 1ZJ, by 17th September).

SUPERMARKET PLAN FOR 
SCOTTISH POWER SITE

THE Portobello and District 
CAB is facing a crisis on two 
fronts.  It has served the 
community well for nearly 25 
years; more than 6000 people 
sought help last year and this 
May alone, the Bureau won more 
than £25,000 for clients through 
unpaid benefits, employment 
disputes and consumer problems.  
We also have a debt counselling 
and money advice service, which 
is in increasing demand.  Our 
help is free, impartial and 
completely confidential.

The Bureau occupies 
premises rented cheaply by the 
Portobello Baptist Church, but in 
order to meet new laws on access 
for disabled people, the Church 
wishes to move into the street-

LOCAL C.A.B. IN CRISIS
level rooms that we occupy.  We 
are therefore looking for new 
premises in Portobello or the 
immediate vicinity, but have so 
far found nothing affordable.

The second crisis concerns 
money.  Edinburgh City Council 
provides most, but not all, of the 
money needed to provide this 
service, and our deficit this year 
is just over £5000.  If we cannot 
raise £5000, we face the real 
possibility of closure, depriving 
local people – including some of 
the most disadvantaged – of the 
help they need.

 The Citizens Advice 
Bureau Management will be 
pleased to talk to anyone who 
might be able to help.  We are 
open at 191 Portobello High 

PORTOBELLO 
CONSERVATION AREA 
BOUNDARY CHANGES

THE Portobello Conservation 
Area was originally designated 
in 1977 and amended in 1998.  
It includes Portobello High 
Street, the Promenade and the 
abundance of fine Georgian (and 
later) villas, Victorian tenements, 
public buildings and churches in 
the surrounding streets.

The recently produced 
Portobello Conservation Area 
Character Appraisal outlines the 
special qualities of the 
Conservation Area and the 
suggested changes to the 
boundary. 

On 2 May 2003, the following 
properties were included because 
of their architectural and 
townscape qualities: 18 - 40 
Morton Street, Joppa Gardens, 
Joppa Grove, 1-24 Joppa Terrace 
and 23-29 Portobello High 
Street.

Along with the benefits of 
conservation area status, there 
are some restrictions on what 
can be done to a property, 
particularly in relation to altering 
windows and doors, painting, 
fences and extensions. For 
further information on the 
implications of being in a 
conservation area or to obtain 
a copy of the Appraisal, please 
contact Anna Grant on 469 3659 
or by e-mail: 
anna.grant@edinburgh.gov.uk   
The Appraisal an also be seen 
on the Council website 
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/planning  

If you are planning to carry 
out works to your property and 
would like advice on planning 
permission, please contact the 
Development Quality East team 
in Planning and Strategy on 529 
3519.

Street from 9.30-3.30 on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 
and 9.30-12.00 and 6.30-7.45 
on Wednesday, and our phone 
number is 669 7138.

Jim Barron, Chairman

THE first ever week-long Fringe event took place in Portobello 
from August 9th to 16th, with incredible success. It was 
organised by Portobello Open Door - otherwise known as POD - 
a community group of volunteers who came together to provide 
a platform for local talent and interests, and opportunities for 
creativity and performance in Portobello.

Sheila McWhirter of POD said: “We wanted to find a way to 
promote and enjoy art and performance in the local area.  We 
feel there is a vibrant sense of community in Portobello and we 
wanted to express that culturally. We are overwhelmed by the 
positive response we have had.”

Throughout the week there were workshops in craft, music, 
poetry and dance for children.  There was theatre at lunchtimes 
and cabaret in the evenings - some of the best acts on the Fringe 
were attracted down to the stage at the The Old Pier pub, and, 
along with some of the best local talent, they played to packed 
audiences.

Tickets sold out for the World Music and Dance Night, which 
launched the week, and the Prom and bright sunshine provided 
the backdrop for a full day of free entertainment for the Big 
Beach Bash, the final fling of the week.

The success of the week’s events has inspired others to join 
POD and prompted the group to start planning for the future.

Sheila added: “We couldn’t have done this without the 
support of the local community, many of whom generously 
sponsored us, and we are very excited about the long term future 
of POD - though I think the group members will be having a 
serious rest in the immediate future!”                            

Eilidh Bateman

LOCAL FRINGE EVENT
A HUGE SUCCESS

The Portobello Reporter
is produced by a group 
of volunteers and with 
contributions in this 
issue from 35 members 
of the community.  If 
you have a story to tell 
or an event to publicise 
contact the editor on 
669 3466 or email us at 
portobelloreporter@talk21.com
 



E S T I M A T E S  F R E E
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Local News

TRAVELINE CHANGES: Trav-
eline Edinburgh has closed and 
public transport information is now 
available from National Traveline 
on 0870 608 2608.  Local  infor-
mation is available at the new Bus 
Station.

National Traveline provides 
journey planning information for 
all public transport services in 
Scotland, England and Wales, and 
is open from 8.00am-8.00pm daily 
(except 25/ 26 Dec/ 1 Jan). National 
call rates apply. See also the web 
site - www.traveline.org.uk 

Information on Concessionary 
Travel is still available on 0800 
23 23 23 and Concessionary Bus 
permits can be obtained from any 
Public Library. Enquiries about 
Blue Badges/Taxicards and 
replacement travel permits should 
be made at 1 Cockburn Street.

ADULT EDUCATION 
COURSES: Local centres are 
offering a variety of day, evening 
and weekend courses for the 
autumn, most of which start in the 
week beginning 29th September.

Booklets are available now 
from local Libraries and Commu-
nity Centres or a copy can be posted 
direct to you.  Request a copy on 
the web at www.ces.egfl.net or tele-
phone 469 3250.  (Mon.-Thurs., 
8.30am to 5.00pm; Fri., 8.30am to 
3.40pm).

NEW HOUSING REGISTER: 
From now on, people applying for 
a home in Edinburgh need to fill in 
only one application form to access 
most of the affordable rented hous-
ing in the city, instead of applying 
to each individual organisation.  
The City Council has now joined 
the 24 Housing Associations and 
Co-operatives in signing up to 
EdIndex, the biggest such register 
in the UK, and a form can be 
obtained from any Council hous-
ing office, housing association, or 
co-op.

GRANNIE’S ATTIC SITE: 
There has been some concern that 
the frontage of the new flats being 
built at the foot of Bath Street 
would encroach onto the Prom, 
but in reply to a query from Cllr 
Marshall, Stephen Dickson of the 
Council’s planning section stated 
that “the building is in exactly 
the same position as the previous 
frontage, as the O.S. map also indi-
cated.”

A computer-generated image 
of the new building, which is 
being sent out by the selling 
agents, is available on the Porto-
bello Online discussion forum at 
www.portobello-edinburgh.org.uk/
forum 

LOCAL BUS CHANGES: The 
32/32A circle bus has been replaced 
by the 32: Portobello – Niddrie – 
Peffermill – Cameron Toll – New 
RIE (but not Fort Kinnaird). 

The no.12 will service Gyle-
Portobello, then to ASDA at cer-
tain times (the 49 is unchanged). 

Timetables are available from 
Lothian Buses, the St. Andrew 
Square bus station and Portobello 
library - see also 
www.lothianbuses.co.uk 

AUTHOR and former history 

teacher, Sandy Cameron has 

lived longer in Joppa than any-

where else. “It’s like a village 

in the city”, he says. “There are 

open views over the sands and 

sea but it’s convenient for Edin-

burgh’s research facilities, espe-

cially the National Library.”
Sandy was born in Selkirk 

and educated at Selkirk High 
School and Edinburgh Univer-
sity but his studies were inter-
rupted by war service with the 
Royal Artillery from Normandy 
to Germany. He returned in 1945 
and took an Honours degree in 
History and also met his wife-
to-be Elsbeth, a fellow student 
from Wales. While in Edinburgh, 
he played rugby for Edinburgh Borderers, which proved useful in his 
first teaching post, as he also coached rugby. This was Hawick High 
School, where he was from 1949 to 1962, becoming Principal Teacher 
of History. He moved to Inverness Royal Academy until retirement in 
1973. Then, most well-illustrated school history books concentrated on 
English history so Sandy began to develop a course focussed on the 
history of the Scottish people and hunted down Scottish illustrations, 
in the belief that a good picture in the right place has more impact than 
a yard of text. Out of this grew History for Young Scots, a two-volume 
work that was adopted widely in Scottish schools. Living in Scotland, 
1760 – 1820 followed in 1969 to tie in with the new O-Grade topic. His 
first book for adults was The Caledonian Canal published 1972, also 
profusely illustrated.

The Camerons came to Joppa in 1973, Elsbeth to train as a Speech 
Therapist and Sandy to try writing full-time. He has since written eight 
history titles, two canal guides and a guide to the Highlands plus two 
books for adults, The Man Who Loved to Draw Horses, and Go Listen 
to the Crofters. Most recently he has completed two articles for the 
journal of the Hawick Archaeology Society and a fourth edition of The 
Caledonian Canal will be published later this year.

Sandy enjoys the theatre, although his chief recreation is hill walk-
ing, twice weekly if possible, but remarked, “The hills seem to be get-
ting steeper now.” He finds pleasure in exploring Scottish islands and 
other quiet places.

He has two sons and two grandsons, Peter and Michael who enjoy 
the sands for building castles and the Prom for football when they 
visit.
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GAVIN STRANG, 
MP  for Edinburgh 

East and Musselburgh, 

is available to meet 

constituents at the    

following interview 

sessions:

   
  On the 2nd Friday in  the month;

  between 11.00am and 12noon in the YWCA, 198 Restalrig Road South,

  or between 7.30pm and 8.30 pm in the Portobello Town Hall.

  

  On the last Saturday in the month

  between 9.00 am and 10.00 am in the Brunton Hall, Musselburgh,

  or  between 10.30 am and 11.30 am in the Craigmillar Community                                           

  Centre, 63 Niddrie Mains Terrace.

You may also make an appointment to discuss a problem or raise an 

issue with Gavin Strang:  Please phone 669 6002 or write to

 Gavin Strang MP

 Constituency Office

 54 Portobello High Street, 

 Edinburgh EH15 1DA

or e-mail him at:     gillana@parliament.uk
You can also visit his website:        www.gavinstrangmp.co.uk

JAMIESONS 

79 High Street, Portobello
Open Monday to Saturday 
10am to 4pm
For co!ees, teas, lunches, 
snacks & takeaway.
Afternoon tea our speciality.
Available for Private Sunday
Functions

Phone 07792 297924

THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL – 
WHAT DOES IT DO?

THERE are 28 members of Portobello Community Council, some of 
whom are elected for three year terms, whilst others are nominated by 
local groups, such as the CAB, Portobello Amenity Society, History 
Society, the Rotary Club and Amnesty International.  Meetings are 
held at the Baptist Church Hall at 7.30pm on the last Monday in the 
month, and often include a guest speaker on a local issue, such as the 
Portobello Triathlon, or a representative of the City Council giving 
information on a variety of social, planning and development issues. 

Councillors Maureen Child and Lawrence Marshall usually attend, 
and Susan Deacon MSP and Gavin Strang MP have spoken at 
meetings during the last 12 months. The Police present regular reports, 
and one of the most discussed issues has been youth rowdiness and 
vandalism, and how we can help our youngsters to keep out of trouble 
and be seen as part of the community, rather than a threat.  A local 
youth internet café is a new proposal.

The Community Council receives a grant each year, which is 
used to support local initiatives such as new signposts, plaques on 
buildings and display boards, Figgate Burn cleaning parties, or the 
increasing number of arts, sports and social events around Portobello, 
which demonstrate the enthusiasm and hard work of individuals and 
groups of residents who help to make Portobello what it is today.

Council meetings are open to all local residents, and anyone can 
raise issues that affect Portobello. Please contact the Secretary, on 669 
5059 if you would like to raise an issue at a meeting. 

 Robert Gatliff

THIS project was carried out 
on and around Portobello 
Promenade during the 
traditionally busy Glasgow 
Trades Fortnight.  It was 
designed to promote the safety 
of children, with free hospital-
type wristbands available to 
adults with young children, plus 
information leaflets and a 
prominent display of posters.

The project was supported by 
Portobello Community Council 
who contributed £150 for the 
purchase of the wristbands.  
Local shops and businesses 
contributed a further £500 for 
posters and leaflets for the 
business premises and parents/

CHILD SAFETY INITIATIVE
guardians visiting the area. 

During the campaign a Police 
Caravan was situated on the 
Prom, and additional Officers 
deployed in the area. Whilst the 
often inclement weather may 
have kept visitor numbers down, 
there were nonetheless no 
incidents of missing children, 
and the presence of additional 
Officers did much to promote 
Portobello as a safe and friendly 
place to spend a holiday.

Many thanks to all who 
supported, contributed to, 
organised and took part in this 
initiative.  

Insp. Bob Wardrop & 
Sgt Richie Adams

A PROPOSAL in June by 
the mobile phone company 
Vodafone to site a mast in 
Bellfield Street Church, sparked 
a great deal of local concern, 
resulting in a meeting at the 
church at which it was decided 
that the mast would not be 
installed.

However, Portobello High 
School hosts mobile phone masts 
and the ‘beam of maximum 
intensity’ could well be falling 
on the surrounding area, 
including St John‘s Primary, 
Duddingston Primary and 
pre-school nurseries.  In 1999, 
the then Health Minister 
commissioned an independent 
investigation into mobile phones 
and health, resulting in the 2000 
‘Stewart Report’, which 
included the recommendation 

LOCAL CONCERNS OVER 
PHONE MASTS

that parents should be consulted 
on the hosting of masts in 
schools.

Although there is no scientific 
evidence of a direct health risk, 
some local people who have 
concerns about the possible 
long-term radiation effects in 
Portobello and the wider 
community have formed a group 
called ‘Mast Awareness 
Portobello’ (MAP). They have 
documented their concerns and 
requested a response from the 
City of Edinburgh Council. As 
the council no longer allows such 
masts to be hosted on council-
owned property, MAP has asked 
what the policy is on the removal 
of existing masts, specifically 
from schools.

Paddy Ross (MAP)

CROSS RAIL NOT UNDER-USED
COMMENTING on recent adverse publicity about the numbers 
travelling on Crossrail, Cllr Maureen Child says: “Both Gavin Strang 
MP and I have questioned the assessment that passenger numbers fall 
short of target; there are strong indications, from our own experience 
and that of others, that fare income does not accurately reflect the 
volume of passengers, since fares are not always collected on board, 
and we have made this point forcibly to Scotrail. Once the new 
Station opens at Edinburgh Park in October, passenger numbers 
should increase even further. When it works, this is a very useful 
service indeed and much better used than Scotrail think”.



PORTOBELLO’s children 
have once again had a bumper 
summer – of reading! -with 
139 children signing up for 
the ‘Reading Maze’ to get a 
certificate and medal for reading 
six books over the summer.  The 
new Harry Potter book was busy, 
along with Darren Shan’s Cirque 
du Freak and Susan Gates’ 
Invasion of the Vampire Spiders, 
and with Jacqueline Wilson and 
Anthony Horowitz as popular as ever.  Children also came to hear 
stories from the Greek Myths read by Carolyn and Lisa, to colour 
and paint pictures, to decorate Greek pots with Annie and Lindsay, 
and to learn to dance ‘Zorba the Greek’ and eat Greek foods with 
dance teacher Agnes Ness and library staff.  Well done to all those 
who collected their medals and certificates, and we hope to have 
‘something completely different’ for you next summer!

BY THE end of September we shall sadly have said farewell to our 
three lovely holiday relief staff, Lynne and Ross who were new to us, 
but soon got to know our ways, and Everisto, who also helped out last 
year.  “I enjoyed the hospitality of the people of Portobello, hence I 
decided to come back for the second summer”, he explained.  Everisto 
hopes to get his Doctorate in Forestry very soon, and to use it in his 
home country of Zimbabwe, when the situation permits.

NEW services are constantly being added to the library, with Job 
Centre Plus now available on Wednesday afternoons for advice and 
assistance on returning to work.  This will be on an appointment basis, 
as is the case with the Careers Scotland adviser, who already gives 
advice here on Mondays.

A NEW Small Ads service has been started (in the entrance window) 
for the use of local residents.  Ads will be kept on show for three 
weeks.  The library can take no responsibility for their accuracy  – as 
is usual in these situations – but we hope people will find this a useful 
service.            Joyce Campbell

Local News

• SOLICITORS • 

• ESTATE AGENTS • 

• MORTGAGE BROKERS •

19 years continuous service
“LOCAL KNOWLEDGE TO HELP LOCAL PEOPLE”

OFFERING THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

     •     Free No Obligation Valuation Of Your Existing Property

     •     Free Quotation - Give Us The Opportunity To Match Or Beat 

            ANY Quotation You Have From Other Agents

     •     A Special Property Sales Package Can Be Offered

     •     Free Will Service With Every Conveyancing Case

MORTGAGES
 (In association with Stephen McIntyre & Co Limited)

     •     The Best Mortgage To Suit Your Needs By A Computerised 

           Search Of Mortgage Link

     •     100% Loans For First Time Buyers And Subsequent Purchasers

     •     Special Discounts On ALL Mortgages
Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage 

or other loan secured on it, written details on request.

**********************************************************

***********************************************************

158 PORTOBELLO HIGH STREET,
EDINBURGH EH15 1AH

Tel: 0131-669 7218 • Fax: 0131-669 8352
Open; Monday to Friday - 9am to 5pm

Saturday - 9.00 am to 12 noon
www.mcintyrelewis.co.uk     e-mail: property@mcintyrelewis.co.uk
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10%

Off

If you wish to put your property on the                         

market, forward this advert after you 

have received our quote in writing and 

we will reduce our Estate Agents fees 

by 10%.     Subject to a minimum fee of £400 

                and not available on any other offer. 

Come in and meet

Susan Gibson, George Sneath

and the Staff

Have a cup of tea or coffee and let them take the strain 

out of buying or selling a property for you

LIBRARY
OUR online discussion forum 
on www.portobello-
edinburgh.org.uk is going strong.  
At the time of writing we have 
70 registered members, who 
between them have posted 444 
messages covering a wide 
variety of topics such as cycling 

on the Promenade, the cleanliness of the beach and local planning 
issues.  Over the next few weeks we will distribute 3000 business 
cards to help promote our community website ‘Portobello Online’ and 
we plan to launch officially later in the year.  In the meantime there 
is still a lot of work to do and volunteers are always welcome.  In 
particular, we urgently need someone with web design experience and 
time to spare.  If you would like to get involved in this interesting and 
exciting project please contact us at portyweb@blueyonder.co.uk . 

  Bob Jefferson

‘WHEN YOUR NUMBER’S UP’

Directing a scene shot on location in Bath Street.

TINSEL Town came to Portobello in July when a new short film 
was made here, with a mainly local cast that included as many as 
50 extras in one of the scenes shot at the Jewel Miners Social Club.  
The film, entitled ‘Bingo’, was written, produced and directed by 
local businessman Graham Kitchener and is his first short film. It is 
a social drama about a woman called Anne Shining (played by local 
actor Kirsten McIver) who is the victim of psychological abuse by 
her controlling husband, Jack (John Ramage). Her one escape is a 
night out with friends at the local bingo club, but one night a bizarre 
and black comic twist of fate changes for ever the lives of everyone 
connected with her.  

“The film took two years to get into production”, Graham said. 
“The whole process held my attention throughout, and I was amazed 
at how the cast and crew turned my script into reality.  It was also 
a wonderful opportunity to showcase my local area, Portobello.”  
The film was made thanks to the support and generosity of many 
businesses and the City of Edinburgh Council, and Graham hopes to 
have it ready for distribution to film festivals world-wide in January 
next year. He can be contacted at info@highpointfilms.com 
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BE LOCAL, 
BE VOCAL
THE Council’s East Edinburgh 
Local Development Committee 
(LDC) meetings are restarting 
after the elections and the 
summer break.  They will move 
around the area and the dates 
and venues for the first two are: 

Tuesday 9 September at 
Portobello High School, 
Duddingston Road, at 7pm.

Tuesday 28 October at 
Meadowbank, London Road, at 
7pm.

The meetings offer the 
opportunity to influence how 
certain Council services are 
delivered in your area and allow 
councillors to consider the views 
of local people when they make 
decisions.  All venues are 
accessible for disabled people 
and hearing loops are available.    

The LDC also awards small 
grants to local projects to benefit 
the wider community, and 
decisions about applications 
from groups and organisations 
are made at the meetings.  

To help the East LDC become 
more relevant to local people and 
communities, Cllr Shami Khan, 
the new convenor, has written to 
Community Councils and other 
groups and organisations to ask 
which local priorities they would 
like to be discussed. “I hope 
to target future presentations 
and discussions at the meetings 
towards these priorities”, he 
said.  “ I hope to consider 
the suggestions I receive at 
October’s meeting to allow me 
to set a series of agreed ‘themes’ 
for next year”.

To make it easier to contact 
the LDC an e-mail address          
has been set-up - 
east.ldc@edinburgh.gov.uk

BRUNSTANE ROAD TRAFFIC CONTROL
AS a consequence of the new development, now called Joppa Station 
Place, in Brunstane Road, Cllr Child has been consulting residents on 
proposals for traffic calming. “The developer’s contribution to this is 
£25,000 – the cost of traffic lights contained in the planning condition, 
which are not technically feasible and opposed by residents in any 
case”, she says. “ The scheme was drawn up to give some comfort 
to the residents – particularly south of the railway bridge – that 
their concerns about traffic speeds are being addressed.  Following a 
questionnaire sent to all residents worst affected, I have now consulted 
them on the scheme and most people would welcome it provided that 
on-street parking is not reduced and driveways are not blocked off, 
although many still feel the best solution for them is road closure”.



History

Wm Morrison
( P o r t o b e l l o )
Auto Accident Repair Specialists

All Bodywork Repairs - Spray painting

CAR & LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Large and Small Jobs Welcome       Reliable Advice - Free Estimates

0131 669 5544
2-4 St  Mark’s  Lane,  Portobel lo

or Tel 

For Commercial,

Domestic, Interior

and Exterior

Quotations on

request

Call 0131 669 1228

or 0131 552 0262

Members of the
Painters Federation

Commercial • Domestic

Interior • Exterior
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PORTOBELLO

HISTORY
SOCIETY
N E W S

History

JAMES KEANE - MASTER UPHOLSTERER

Specialist in Antique and Traditional Upholstery Work

Also Loose Covers Tailored to Fit

Selection of Quality Materials to Choose From

39 Mountcastle Drive South

Edinburgh EH15 1PN

Tel; 0131 669 4020    Fax; 0131 657 1025
Member of the Association of Master Upholsterers & Soft Furnishers

PROGRAMME

ROCKVILLE HOTEL
EASTFIELD CONSERVATORY

RESTAURANT

ROCKVILLE HOTEL
EASTFIELD CONSERVATORY 

RESTAURANT
2 JOPPA PANS                 Tel 669 5418

and

EASTFIELD CONSERVATORY RESTAURANT

Sorry to interrupt our long hot summer - but we are 
now taking bookings for pre-Christmas lunches and 

dinners - Contact hotel for menus and details.

Sorry, fully booked for Christmas Day

Open 7 days for lunches and evening dinner –
Mon to Sat 12.00 - 2pm & 5.30 - 8.30pm 

Sun 1.00 - 8.00pm.

En-suite bedrooms 
with panoramic sea-views,

Comfortable lounge
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People and Places

THE TROTTERS CLUB
THE Trotters Club was founded in 1882 as a Gentleman’s Club, 
meeting in the Sheep Heid Inn, Duddingston, where they still meet 
today.  An old advertisement for the club reveals that members played 
‘American Bowls’ – skittles are now played at the monthly meetings.  
Membership has fluctuated over the past 120 years and lady members 
were admitted in 2000.

Each June, the top eight male scorers of the year play for the 
Colonel’s Plate.  The ladies have their own championship, but 
all members play for the Club Championship in September.  A 
traditional supper of Scotch pie and beans is served at every meeting, 
although sandwiches are provided for vegetarians.  Visiting teams are 
welcome.

Every meeting closes with The Harmony. The Sheep’s Heid is first 
displayed and a gavel, dating from 1902, is used to call for order.  
The Snuff Box is then passed round as members offer a silent toast 
to the club’s founding secretary John McArthur.  Anyone coughing or 
sneezing is asked to contribute to the charity mug and, from this, £100 
is donated annually to local charities.  The Club Bard often recites his 
poetry.

The Trotters meet at 7.15pm on the first Saturday of the 
month between September and June, and new members are always 
welcome. 

Margaret Munro

PORTOBELLO STAT IONERS
110 PORTOBELLO HIGH STREET

Come along and pay us a visit and be pleasantly         
surprised at our range of stock.  We have a huge selection 
of greeting cards to suit all occasions plus party products and gift 

ideas. Also see our large range of stationary products, mailing boxes, 
padded envelopes and excellent prices on most inkjet cartridges

Coming soon a new and exciting range of craft products 
including Anita’s outline stickers and stamps. 

Gift Vouchers now avalaible.

TELEPHONE 0131 669 6966

GROWTH IN 
DEMAND FOR 

CHILDMINDERS
THERE is a growing demand 
for childminders in Edinburgh 
and more are needed. This 
can be a satisfying career and 
often appeals to parents and 
grandparents, but interested 
people often don’t know how 
to go about it, nor are they 
aware of the support available. 
Edinburgh Childcare 
Partnership, in conjunction 
with the Business Gateway, 
are organising short, free 
information sessions (with 
crèche) on what childminding 
involves and the free training, 
support and advice available.  
There are grants of up to £500 
to get started. 

The sessions will be held 
from 10am–12 noon on 27th 
September at Meadowbank 
Sports Centre, and on 4th 
October at Craiglockhart 
Tennis Centre. To book a place 
contact the Business Gateway 
on 477 8043 or email 
childminders @ecce.org

TOWN HALL -
Sat. 20 Sept: 10am-4pm: 
STOP THE WAR COALITION 
PEACE FESTIVAL - Where do 
we go from here?  Speakers, 
workshops and stalls.

Wed. 8 Oct: 7.00 for 7.30pm: 
PORTOBELLO FLORAL ART 
CLUB recommences.  All 
welcome.

Sat. 29 Nov: 2-4pm: 
JUMBLE SALE for Inverleith 
Swimming Club.

ELSEWHERE
Sat. 11 Oct: 10-12: 
COFFEE MORNING for Guide 
Dogs for the Blind, at Restalrig 
Ave Sheltered Housing Hall.  
Various stalls incl. Guide Dogs 
goods and Christmas cards.
(The Assoc. thanks all the shops 
in Portobello who contributed). 

Sat 18th Oct: 10-12.30pm:
TO mark the Banner Group’s 
10th Anniversary, an 
EXHIBITION OF CHURCH 
BANNERS and Coffee 
Morning will be held in 
Portobello Old Parish Church 
Hall. Come and join this social 
event and bring a friend too.  
£1 incl. refreshments.

Wed 8th Oct: 7.30pm 
EDINBURGH TELEPHONE 
CHOIR will give a concert 
at the Old Parish Church, 
Bellfield Street. Tickets £5 incl 
refreshments from the Café 
Lounge (Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm) 
or at the door.

Mon. 29th Sept - Sat 11th Oct:
ART EXHIBITION by St 
James Art Group in Portobello 
Library.  The group meets 
on the second Thursday 
morning of each month in the 
Church Hall in Rosefield Place 
and there are a few places 
available.  Anyone interested 
should contact Evi Carmichael 
on 669 6731.

JIM MELVILLE  
Died 20 May 2003, aged 77 
years.

BY profession a senior 
Civil Servant, Jim (James 
Kelso) Melville will best be 
remembered as an energetic 
and enthusiastic servant of 
his Church and his fellows. 

Coming originally from 
Saughtonhall, he lived in 
the Portobello area for 47 
years and served the local 
Congregational (now United 
Reformed) Church as officer, 
lay preacher and inspiration.

In 1985, Jim became the 
first Secretary of the 
Portobello Council of 
Churches, was Publicity 
Officer for many years and 
Chairman in 1988/1990.  He 
served on the Management 
Committee of the Portobello 
Older Peoples Project and 
was involved in the 
Portobello Benevolent 
Society. He was also 
Convenor of the Monday 
Centre, that remarkable 
project organised by the 
Portobello churches at the 
Baptist Hall; run by 
volunteers, it provides a 
social focus and lunch for 
those with mild or moderate 
dementia, and a period of 
vital relief for their carers. 

During WW2 Jim served 
in Egypt and Palestine, 
seeing places whose names 
he knew from the Bible, and 
later in Italy and Germany. 

He also held several 
Congregational posts at 
District and Scottish level, 
including that of President, 
and was an Accredited Lay 
Preacher for over 20 years, 
speaking in Churches all over 
Scotland.  He hosted Social 
Evenings for his Church and, 
when  inspired, would write a 
hymn for a special occasion.

So loved and honoured 
was he that mourners at 
Warriston Crematorium took 
45 minutes to file past his 
wife Margaret, son James and 
daughter-in-law Norma.  For 
his enthusiasm, organising 
impetus, joyfulness, and 
friendship Jim Melville will 
be greatly missed by many 
in Portobello and throughout 
Scotland.          

R McK

OBITUARY
LETTERS

POWER OF 
THE LOCAL PRESS
IN the Summer issue we printed 
a request from Mr H E Anderson, 
who now lives in England, for 
information on two of his 
Portobello friends from 50 years 
ago, Rab Lane and Davy Wright, 
and soon received the following 
news:

“Dear Editor,
The insert in your June edition 
was spotted and fed back to 
Rab Lane, who now resides in 
Corstorphine.  He duly contacted 
me and we have spoken several 
times and eventually tracked 
down Davy Wright in Bristol, 
only to learn that he passed away 
last year.  I have arranged a 
visit to Corstorphine next month 
[August], where we will have 
a bit of a reunion (albeit after 
50 years) and I’m sure we 
will wander down memory lane 
around Portobello over our 
weekend.

The power of the national 
press is often quoted, but in this 
instance the local press has come 
up trumps.  Many thanks for 
your efforts and long may you 
continue to fly the Portobello 
flag.
Yours sincerely,  

H E Anderson.” 

CHURCHES’ CHALLENGE 
ON TRADE JUSTICE

AS part of a UK-wide lobby of MPs in July, representatives of 
Portobello and District Council of Churches presented Gavin Strang 
MP with over 200 pledges signed by church members in the area, 
in support of the Trade Justice Movement’s campaign to change 
the rules on international trade in favour of the poorest countries.  
Priority  proposals are: that they be allowed to support their vulnerable 
producers until strong enough to compete in world markets; and that 
subsidies used by rich countries that harm developing states, e.g. in 
agriculture, should be removed. 

Gavin Strang saw special value in another proposal: that a global 
authority be set up to control the activities of huge trans-national 
companies that seriously harm the poorer economies, violate human 
rights and degrade the environment; a Code of Conduct and an 
enforcement system would be established.  He agreed to convey all 
the proposals to the Government and accepted a copy of the Trade 
Justice Resolution adopted, copies of which are displayed in each 
church in this area.               David Turner

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
The total collected in Portobello 
was a massive £9,366, including 
Gift Aid on many donations. 
(Gift Aid makes a simple and 
valuable addition to donations at 
no extra cost to the donor – the 
tax already paid on donations 
can be reclaimed by a charity 
– and it would make a big 
difference to all charities if more 
people signed up).   



 

LOTHIAN DANCE ACADEMY 

The Rocking Horse Nursery
60a Duddingston Road (Near Duddingston Primary School)

Open 8am - 6pm

 • We are a family orientated nursery with a friendly atmosphere.
 • Babies - 8 years old cared for by qualified staff
 • Pre-School funded places available/Outdoor play area
 • After School Club places available 
   
   Also at our Seahorse Nursery at
   1 Edinburgh Road, Cockenzie, Tel 01875819997

   For further details and brochure

   Please Tel. 0131 669 0819 and ask for Fiona

Young Portobello

Carlo’s Fish Bar
227 Portobello High Street

Fish and Chips,Pizzas, Kebabs,Pastas 
and Baked Potatoes

Delivery Service Available

0131-669 3010

PORTOBELLO COBBLERS

131 Portobello High Street
0131-657 4888

OAP discounts available
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

The Just World Trading Shop
Fair-trading For A Just World
Visit our shop at 54 Portobello High Street

For a good selection of
Cards • Wrapping Paper • Decorations • Gifts • Crafts • 

Jewellery • Also Coffee • Tea • Cocoa  
and a range of food including 
• Dried Fruit • Nuts • Sugar

Open: Monday-Friday 10am-12noon and 2pm-4pm 
Saturday 10am-12noon

Supported by the Portobello Council of Churches

New to Portobello

D A T T A
 TANDOORI HOUSE

RESTAURANT AND TAKEAWAY

Halal
Doner Kebabs, Curries, Burgers

Pizzas, Baked potatoes
 Vegetarian dishes

Young Scot - 10% Discount

Open 7 days: 11am-2pm & 4pm-11pm
Home delivery available

262 Portobello High Street
Tel. 669 4333

web
world

Portobello
304 Portobello High Street
Edinburgh EH15 1AL

0131 468 6868

Haddington
22 Market Street
Haddington EH41 3JE

01620 825797

AUTUMN 
STOCK 
NOW IN



LAUREN ELIZABETH
121 Portobello High Street, 0131 669 5389

Whatever you want to be 
wearing this season, we’ve got 
just what you need -
New labels - 
GIORGIA NETTI 
( I t a l i a n  D e s i g n e r )

VIA APPIA  
( G e r m a n y ’ s  b e s t - s e l l i n g  
c o t t o n / k n i t w e a r )

Bandolera, Marcona,
Double Two, Slimma and 
many more!!

Dents leather bags and accessories

We will inspire you with a multitude 
of fashion ideas.

Xmas collections now in stock

Sport and Leisure

The Portobello Reporter is published by the Portobello Reporter Ltd, designed by Peter E Ross and printed by Scottish County Press Ltd., 

Sherwood Industrial Estate, Bonnyrigg. Tel. 0131-663 2404. Fax. 1031-663 6863

Bangladeshi and Indian Cuisine

Fully licensed and air-conditioned

SPECIAL OFFER: Mon-Thurs – 3 course meal only £8.95

25% Discount on total bill for NHS and Council staff, Lothian & 

Borders Police, Fire Brigade and Lothian Buses, City Card holders 

and Gold Card Royalty members - restaurant meals only.  Also 10% 

discount on takeaways.  Excludes any other offers or deals.

Parties catered for.  Outside catering available. 

FREE home delivery (min. order £12). 
Home orders over £40 receive a free bottle of house wine.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

11/12 Seafield Road East, Edinburgh EH15 1EB
Tel. 0131 657 1155 Fax. 657 1122

The very best Indian Restaurant located by Portobello Beach. 
The finest classic, top restaurant in Edinburgh

GOLD AWARD                    WINNER 2003-04

Sun-Thurs 5-11.30pm

Fri-Sat 5pm – 12am Lunch 12noon-2pm

ORMELIE 

TAVERN
44 Joppa Road, Portobello

Tel; 0131-669 3323
Opening Hours: 

Mon to Sat 11am to 12 midnight  
Sun 12.30 pm to 11pm

Caledonian Brewery

Timothy Taylors

Harviestoun

Belhaven

McEwans

Hadrian & Border

35ml measure

I START to collect paper bags 
and those envelopes you get 
with junk mail about now, and 
use them to collect my own 
seeds.  Pick a good dry day and 
ensure the seeds will come out 
of the pods easily.  If there are 
bits of husk or debris, put them 
in an ordinary sieve and blow it 
off gently, but don’t do this out-
side on a windy day or you’ll 
lose them all.  I write the date 
and name on the bag immedi-
ately; in my past ignorance I 
thought I’d remember or identify which seeds were which, and of course I couldn’t, so had no idea when, 
where or how to sow my harvest the following year.

If you have an apple tree and don’t eat or cook the fruit, it can be used for juicing.  We hire a fruit press 
(£5 per day from the local beer/wine kit shop) and make our own organic apple juice - You could even get 
together with a few friends and have a mini-community fruit pressing.  We spend a day collecting, cutting 
off any bad marks, rinsing, crushing (cores and all) and pressing the fruit.  It is poured into plastic bottles 
and frozen immediately and thawed throughout the winter when needed.  Much better than supermarket 
stuff.  I collect woody trimmings for my barbecue, and put the wood ash round the fruit trees to provide 
potash, which helps keep them healthy.

Let all the leaves fall off your trees before starting to remove from lawns etc, and only remove from 
around those plants that don’t like the winter wet, otherwise they act as a free mulch.  By March they’ll 
have disappeared, but if you’ve left some on the lawn and see a scroll of leaf pointing upward, that is a 
worm taking it down under the lawn.  Nature, the great recycler.

Buy some bulbs and let children plant them into grass in the shape of their initials.  Snowdrops, crocuses, 
or any of the miniature daffodils or tulips look good, but ensure they are from a reliable source and not dug 
from the wild, either in the UK or abroad.

with Susan Burns

GOING 
ORGANIC

The  deadline for your
 contributions

 to theWinter Issue of 
The Portobello Reporter is

2nd Nov. 2003

N O W  O P E N
90 Portobello High street

0 7 9 4 9 1 5 7 2 1 911am - 7pm

WHY LET YOUR TAN FADE AWAY

CALL/BOOK IN TODAY, NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED

PROJECTIONS
210 Portobello High Street

FRAMING SERVICE
no obligation quotation & free artistic advice

Prints and Originals
Wide range of Art Cards

Studio and gallery space available for rental.

Tel. (0131) 657 3727: Fax. 657 3636

AUTUMN AQUATHON
IN the wake of the successful Portobello Spring Aquathon, an Autumn 
Aquathon will take place on Sunday 28 September from 9.00 to 
approx. 11.00am at Portobello Swim Centre and on the Promenade.   
The event consists of a swim followed by a run and will be split into 
five age-groups for 8-16 year-olds, plus an adult category. For further 
information, call 657 4716 or email bruce.kidd@baesystems.com ; for 
applications see www.edinburghracingcoop.co.uk       
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OPEN WATER SPRINT TRIATHLON

The 90 competitors who took part in this event in Portobello on 20 July are seen here 
entering the water at the start of the race. The winner was Phil Sykes; 2nd Michael 
Cunningham; 3rd Stuart Reid.

TENNIS 
COURTS 
OPENED 

SATURDAY 21st June saw the 
official opening of the newly 
refurbished Joppa Tennis Courts, 
when members and friends were 
joined by Susan Deacon MSP 
and Cllr Maureen Child. The 
ribbon was cut by Mrs Flo 
Brown, who can remember 
playing tennis at Joppa before 
the Second World War.

Membership is well up on 
last year and the courts have 
continued to be busy throughout 
the summer during the ‘Pay 
and Play’ sessions.  Thanks to 
Richard Mowat and team for 
looking after the courts so well.                            

M.T.

‘CITY’ COURT SUCCESS
CITY of Edinburgh are looking to build on the outstanding successes 
of last season and consolidate their position as the number one 
basketball club in Scotland.

The league season begins on Saturday 21 September, with the 
juniors and cadets both at home to Dundee Sharks.  The senior men 
and senior and junior/cadette women have a warm-up tournament 
at Meadowbank on 13/14 September, and the men play the Scottish 
Rocks in a challenge game at Meadowbank on Saturday 27 September, 
tip-off 6.30pm.

The first full card is on Saturday 4 October, with all cadet and 
junior teams away to Highland, senior women away to Dunfermline, 
and senior men away to Glasgow Storm.                                                                                   

S.S.

OOP! CHILLI ‘SIN CARNE’
2 tbsp vegetable oil   2 medium onions, chopped
2 tsp hot chilli powder (or to taste) 250g red lentils 
2 x 400g tins chopped tomatoes half litre vegetable stock
1 dessertspoon Marmite  2 bell peppers, chopped
2 x 400g tins red kidney beans 1 tbsp cocoa powder
1 tbsp sugar

• Heat the oil in a large pan and cook the onions until just going                
soft.  
• Add the chilli powder and stir for a minute, then add the lentils 
and stir well.
• Mix the Marmite with the stock and add to the pan, then add the 
tomatoes. 
• Bring to the boil and simmer until the lentils start to go soft. 
• Add the peppers and beans (drained and rinsed), return to a simmer 
and cook for a further 15 mins.  
• Finally, add the cocoa and sugar, stirring well. 

This will make quite a lot of chilli, enough for 6-8 people.  It freezes 
well, but be sure to defrost it before trying to re-heat!


