
T h e  P o r t o b e l l o

The independent voice of Portobello

The Portobello Reporter is non profit making and produced by volunteers.  It is funded solely by the businesses who advertise in it.  Please support them in  turn whenever possible.

“WE SPEND AROUND NINE 
DAYS [a year ] sitting in an car 
and three days walking” accord-
ing to the Environmental Trans-
port Organisation.  We all know 
how easy it is to jump into any 
available car for even the short-
est journey, whether to the shops, 
school or even church.  Although, 
for some the car is a very impor-
tant and necessary aid to mobil-
ity and independence, for others 
it becomes an essential extra; life 
would be unimaginable without 
one sitting at the front door ready 
and waiting to save a few min-
utes here or there.

On Saturday September 22, 
many cities, towns and villages 
across Europe will hold events to 
celebrate the 4th European Car 
Free Day and drivers will be asked to leave their cars at home.  Previous years’ campaigns successfully 
raised awareness of the problems of traffic pollution and noise levels in towns and, at the same time, pro-
moted viable alternatives and car-free areas.  Unfortunately, Edinburgh City Council feel unable to partici-
pate this year, due to insufficient planning time, but will hopefully organise something for 2002.  That 
shouldn’t prevent us, as individuals, however, from supporting the campaign by leaving our cars at home 
for at least a part of the day.

Particularly at weekends, Portobello’s streets are inundated with cars, with road-side parking causing 
traffic congestion, the slowing down of public transport and, at times, restriction of pavement use.  Are 
all these journeys necessary?  Is there a viable alternative?  Work done by the Porty 4 the Planet group at 
Portobello High School has begun to raise awareness of these issues within the school.  80 per cent of High 
School pupils are bike owners and money was raised to renovate and secure bicycle sheds.

On the morning of the 22nd, the group will leaflet car users in Portobello and will carry out a survey to 
begin to try to answer some of these questions, and on a lighter note, local musicians will do battle with the 
hum of traffic on the steps of the Town Hall to help publicise the campaign.  

The problems of traffic congestion and the potential danger to children have been highlighted during 
safety campaigns organised by Towerbank School PTA’s Safer Routes to School Group.  On 2nd October, as 
part of International Walk to School Week, parents will be asked to walk 

CAR-FREE DAY NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

SUNSHINE STARS IN THE MAKING  
THE LADIES of the Portobello 
Sunshine Club recently took up 
an interesting offer made by 
film director Christeen Winford 
of Portobello-based Cormorant 
Films: they were asked to appear 
in a film called ‘Saved’ along-
side Eileen MacCallum and 
Edith MacArthur.  The script 
called for them to be frail and 
confused hospital patients, 
which did call for acting skills, 
as the Portobello Ladies, despite 
being older, live life to the full 
with their dancing, day trips and 
regular outings.

Bernadette Heron, Jimsy 
Laidlaw, Ellen Mackie, Edith 
Somerville, Cathy Garvin, Irene 
Alexander, Kitty Laird and Ann Miller kept everyone’s morale high on set, entertaining cast and crew with 
dancing and singsongs.  They had the pleasure of seeing their work when it was premiered at the Film-
house.  ‘Saved’ made its public debut during the Edinburgh International Film Festival and will be shown 
on TV in November as part of STV’s ‘Newfoundlands’ series.     Lindsay Souter

BRUNSTANE TRAINS ON TRACK FOR 2002
IF ALL goes according to timetable, Portobello people should be able to hop 
on a train from Brunstane Station to Waverley next Summer.  Minister for 
Transport, Sarah Boyack, announced that the funding gap would be filled by 
another half million pounds from the public transport fund and work will 
begin in October, costing a total of £9 million.

There will be a train in each direction every half hour from 6am to 8pm, 
and an hourly service between 8pm and midnight; the journey will take about 
5 minutes.  The scheme includes a park and ride facility at Newcraighall Sta-
tion, which gives a real alternative to car commuters: they can leave their 
cars at the edge of town rather than drive through an increasingly congested 
Portobello.         Cllr Maureen Child
 

AFTER a period of relative sta-
bility, following the upheavals of 
deregulation in the 1980s and 90s, 
I’m afraid to say the bus companies 
are at it again - bus wars are back 
in town!  Bye-bye 15 and 12. Hello 
again 15 and 45. Bye-bye 87 and 
129.  Hello and bye-bye 67.  Bye-
bye 66, except on Sundays.  Hello 
again 129.  Where does the 32/52 
go now?  - And these are only the 
more recent changes!  No wonder 
you can’t get an accurate bus map of 
our city – unlike in Europe or Amer-
ica.  Timetables, too, change with 
increasing frequency.  Are mine up-
to-date?  How do I know?  

Whilst deregulation may have 
initially produced more new routes 
than the old regulated services, these 
have now all but disappeared.  The 
legacy of reduced evening and 
Sunday services remains, and pity 
help you if you live off the main 

BUS WARS ARE BACK
routes.

Bus services in London were 
never deregulated.  They are ten-
dered, with competition occurring 
not on the street, but in bidding for 
contracts.  One pass covers all ser-
vices and the Tube, and the result is 
a stable network.

Recent research by the Scottish 
Executive showed that, in Scotland, 
the loss of passengers on buses has 
been double the UK average over 
the last five years.  Bus use has 
declined by more than a third in 
10 years.  Deregulation has had 15 
years to deliver, and it has failed.  
Let’s create an organised transport 
service where one ticket can be used 
on all operators and there is no need 
to change bus routes and times more 
than twice a year, as happens on 
the railway.  Oh, and can the 32/52 
return to its original route, please?
     Cllr Lawrence Marshall

with their children to school or 
drive part-way and walk the rest. 
This should keep the school area 
traffic-free and provide a much 
safer environment for the pupils.  
At the same time children in 
countries spread as far apart as 
Chile and Brazil, and Australia 
and New Zealand will hope to 
achieve the same result.   
        Catriona Young 
   & Lewis Waugh        

THE Portobello Reporter production 
group are delighted to acknowledge a 
grant of £799 from the Community 
Fund of the National Lottery Awards 
for All programme for the purchase of 
desktop publishing software to enable 

LOTTERY GRANT FOR THE REPORTER
them to produce the paper ‘in-house’.  
The design and lay-out have previously 
been carried out by the printers, Scot-
tish County Press, who have done a very 
good job, but the group will now have 
full control over the presentation of the 

paper and will be able to make additions 
and changes to a later deadline.  It is 
encouraging that the Awards Commit-
tee considered Portobello’s community 
newspaper to be worthy of support.
      Brenda Moloney

NEW TASK FORCE IN OPERATION
THE OPEN Space Task Force manager for the Portobello and Milton Wards,  Rob-
ertson Davidson, took up his post at the end of July.  He has an enforcement back-
ground and will work closely with the police, community groups and the general 
public and will take a pro-active role in helping us all to Keep Porty Tidy.  He will 
deal with problems relating to litter, dog-fouling, verge,fly-posting, shrub, parks and 
beach maintenance and can be notified of any such concerns at his Baileyfield office 
on 657 4815.



PERRIER PRIZE FOR PORTY COMIC
LOCAL COMEDIAN Eddie 
McCabe made good by winning 
the Perrier Award for Best New-
comers, the comedy version of 
the Oscars.  Eddie and his part-
ner Garth Cruickshank had the 
judges in stitches with their anar-
chic show ‘Lets Have  A Sham-
bles’.

Eddie has lived in Portobello 
since he was fifteen and has 
worked locally in the Brighton 
Nursery, was youth worker at the 
Royal High Primary After School 
Club and with adults with learn-
ing disabilities.  However Eddie 
is sure to hit the big time having won this prestigious award and will 
no doubt have to give up the day job.

Eddie’s proud mum Jaquie told The Reporter, “He’s always made 
us laugh, he gets it from his Glaswegian dad”.  The best joke of the 
all was on our rival publication Scotland On Sunday who published a 
one star revue of Eddie’s show the day after they won the award.  Now 
that’s what I call news!       Peter Ross

We stock a large selection, from knitwear 

to nightwear, plus E.W. trousers lengths 

25, 27 and 29 ins.  Do pop in for a browse.

188 Portobello High Street

Edinburgh EH15 1EX

0131 669 2965

Local News

LOCAL DECISIONS AT LOCAL 
LEVEL: The next meeting of the 
East Edinburgh Local Development 
Committee will be held on Tuesday 
September 11 at 7pm at Duddings-
ton Primary School.  Go along to 
hear your local councillors discuss-
ing local issues, and raise your con-
cerns with them.

NEWBATTLE ABBEY College in 
Dalkeith, Scotland’s only adult edu-
cation residential college, is keen 
to recruit people who want to do 
something new with their life. The 
majority of students have few or no 
qualifications, but after completing 
a one-year Diploma course, go on 
to university, other forms of training 
or employment.  Grants and tuition 
fees are available.  For more infor-
mation on funding and courses call 
663 1921 or visit their web site – 
www.newbattleabbeycollege.co.uk

‘YOUR GUIDE To Learning in 
Edinburgh and the Lothians’ is a 
helpful, pocket-sized guide to adult 
education opportunities.  It includes 
advice for first-time learners and 
contacts and information on types of 
learning available: getting started, 
basic education, college and uni-
versity courses, community high 
schools, community based opportu-
nities, and many other useful tips 
and contacts.  Copies are free and 
available from libraries, colleges 
and universities or by calling Edin-
burgh’s Lifelong Learning Partner-
ship direct on 317 3770.

HOW WOULD you cope in an 
emergency - if a child was chok-
ing or someone had a heart attack?   
The St Andrews Ambulance Associ-
ation is running courses of First Aid 
training, starting this month, cover-
ing these and other emergency situ-
ations.

The 10-week courses, leading 
to a Standard First Aid Certificate, 
are held at The Royal High Primary 
School, Northfield, on Thursdays 
from September 6, and at the Harlaw 
Hill Day Centre, Prestonpans, on 
Mondays from September 10.  The 
2-hour classes start at 6.45pm and 
the cost of the course is £45.  There 
is still time to join.

For further information contact 
Jim Davidson on 669 6995.

WHAT’S ON IN 
THE TOWN HALL

SCOTTISH Body Builders 
Championships, Men and Women: 
Sun. Oct. 7, 12noon-9.30pm.

MODEL Railway Exhibition: 
Sat/Sun. Oct. 13/14, 9.30am-5pm.

JUMBLE Sale by Inverleith 
Swimming Club: Sat. Oct. 27, 
2-4pm.

FLORAL Art: Edinburgh Floral 
Art Club: Wed. Oct. 31 7 for 
7.30pm.  Demonstration by Lilias 
Hoskins “Windmills Of Your 
Mind”.  Tickets £7 from 552 5462.

CHRISTMAS FAIR by Dud-
dingston Church: Sat. Nov. 24, 
10am-3pm.

POLISH-Scottish Evening with 
dance, music and song, followed 
by a ceilidh: Sat. Nov. 24, 7.30pm.  
Tickets at £7 available from the 
Adria Hotel, 11 Royal Terrace, 556 
7875.

CHRISTMAS FAIR by Friends 
of Edinburgh Dog & Cat Home:  
Sat. Dec. 1, 10am-1pm.

ONE OF Portobello’s sunniest 
personalities, Margaret Jack, 
has been absent from the scene 
recently due to a road traffic 
accident in May, but, fortu-
nately, she is now on the road to 
recovery, thanks mainly to her 
positive thinking and cheery 
disposition.   Many of us know 
Margaret through her jobs in a 
local chip shop and at Porto-
bello High School, and through 
St Johns Church, but it is her 
friendly smiling face and 
remarkable ability to remem-
ber everyone and always say 
‘hello’ that make her so well 
known. 

A keen line dancer, strutting 
her stuff for six years now, Margaret regularly attends workshop 
displays in Blackpool and Newcastle and is involved in the world 
championships. Using her  dancing talents, she has raised money 
for around 10 different charities and combines this with acting as a 
line dancing co-ordinator for Edinburgh. 

When not dancing Margaret is busy with her family:  her eldest 
daughter Samantha, 27,  has given her two beautiful grandchildren 
and combines being a mother with studying at Falkirk College. 
Natasha, 24, is serving as a peace keeper in Macedonia, and young-
est daughter Anouska is studying science, politics and economics in 
Glasgow. 

We wish Margaret a full recovery and hope she is fit enough to 
get back into her great passion - her line dancing - as soon as pos-
sible!               Karyn Finnie
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GAVIN STRANG, MP for 

Edinburgh East and Mussel-

burgh, thanks everyone who 

voted for him in June elec-

tions.

Gavin holds regular interview sessions as follows:

•     Portobello Town Hall, on the 2nd friday in  the month, 

      7.30-8.30 p.m.

•     Brunton Hall, Musselburgh, on the last Saturday in the month, 

      9.00 - 10.00 a.m.

•     Craigmillar Community Centre, 63 Niddrie Mains Terrace, on the

      last Saturday in the month, 10.30 - 11.30 a.m.

You can also contact him by writing for an appointment to:

The Labour Rooms, 54 Portobello High Street, 

Edinburgh EH15 1DA

or by telephoning 669 6002 for an appointment.

     You can e-mail him at:     gillana@parliament.uk

     And visit his website:        www.gavinstrangmp.co.uk

PORTO NEWS

E S T I M A T E S  F R E E

DOUGLAS BROWN 
& SON

P l u m b e r s  &  G a s F i t t e r s
24 hour service

2 2  L e e  C r e s c e n t ,  E d i n b u r g h  E H 1 5  1 L W
T e l :  0 1 3 1  6 5 7  1 6 5 5     M o b :  0 9 7 3  6 7 8 9 6 1

CSV-RSVP 
‘GET ACTIVE 

WEEK’
ARE YOU over 50?  Have 
you heard of RSVP?  Can you 
spare a few hours a week?  
The Retired and Senior Volun-
teer Programme ‘Get Active 
Week’ starts on 10th Sep-
tember to promote a wide 
range of volunteering activ-
ities.  Opportunities in the 
Edinburgh area cover a range 
of projects from schools, pri-
mary health care, office duties 
(RSVP), helpline advisors for 
local charities and organisa-
tions, environmental and, we, 
hope many more.  As well 
as helping organisations with 
limited resources and using 
your skills to benefit others, 
this is a great way to meet 
new friends and keep active.

For more information 
about becoming an RSVP 
volunteer please contact Liz 
Hendry/Angela Howard at 
Wellgate House, 200 
Cowgate, Edinburgh EH1 
1NQ;  tel. 622 7766/fax 662 
7755 email 
info.csv.rsvp@connectfree.co.uk  

FIRST PROBUS 

CLUB IN ITS 

25th YEAR
THE FIRST Probus Club of 
Portobello celebrates its 25th 
anniversary this year.  The   
fortnightly meetings are held 
in Portobello Old Parish 
Church Hall, Bellfield Street, 
on Thursday mornings from 
September to May, and take 
the form of coffee, a speaker 
and question time.  The 25th 
season commenced on Sep-
tember 6 with the first ‘con-
versation piece’ from an 
interesting and varied pro-
gramme.  

While not actively engaged 
in fund raising, the club makes 
charitable donations from sur-
plus funds, and this year’s 
recipients were the Portobello 
Monday Centre and Porto-
bello Older People’s Project. 

Probus is a world-wide 
organisation for retired pro-
fessional gentlemen.  Anyone 
interested in joining the Por-
tobello club can find out more 
from current President, Mr D 
M Chalmers on 669 3842.  

M O B I L E  P H O N E  M A S T S
RESIDENTS in Milton and Eastfield were a deal more successful in 
stopping the erection of a mobile phone mast than those in Ravelston, 
who hit the headlines.  Their petition, direct lobbying of BP Cellnet 
and judicious parking of vehicles were low key, but persuaded the 
company not to force the issue at 305 Milton Road East.

Putting up 45 foot masts was permitted development, requiring no 
consultation with local people or their representatives, but Scottish 
Parliament legislation is now in force which means that each loca-
tion has to go through the planning process.  This at least gives local 
people a chance to have a say, and means that this proposal will now 
have to go through the planning process, along with many others.
       Cllr Maureen Child

PORTOBELLO ONLINE?
ARE YOU interested in helping to set up a community web site for Porto-
bello?  Would you like to contribute your ideas and opinions?  Would you be 
willing to attend meetings to discuss the function and format of a local web 
site?  

The aim: a community web site designed and maintained by local people 
and run on a non-commercial basis; a free platform for all non-profit making 
local clubs and groups; to encourage local people to participate within the 
community.

If you would like to participate, please register your interest at 
r.jefferson@blueyonder.co.uk or by telephone on 669 1918.  The success of 
this project relies on the participation of the whole community, so please get 
involved.  A meeting will be arranged in the near future.          Bob Jefferson



Local News

Solicitors • Estate Agents • Mortgage Brokers

18 years continuous service

“LOCAL KNOWLEDGE TO HELP LOCAL PEOPLE”

OFFERING THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

     •     Free No Obligation Valuation Of Your Existing Property

     •     Free Quotation - Give Us The Opportunity To Match Or Beat 

            ANY Quotation You Have From Other Agents

     •     A Special Property Sales Package Can Be Offered

MORTGAGES

     •     We Will Help You To Select The Best Mortgage To Suit                                                                            

            Your Needs By A Computerised Search Of Mortgage Link

     •     100% Loans For First Time Buyers And Subsequent Purchasers

     •     Special Discounts On ALL Mortgages

     •     Free Will Service With Every Conveyancing Case

**********************************************************

***********************************************************

158 PORTOBELLO HIGH STREET,

EDINBURGH EH15 1AH

Tel: 0131-669 7218 • Fax: 0131-669 8352
www.mcintyrelewis.co.uk     e-mail: property@mcintyrelewis.co.uk

Open; Monday to Friday - 9am to 5pm

Saturday - 9.00 am to 12 noonM
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Come in and meet

Susan Gibson, George Sneath

and the Staff

Have a cup of tea or coffee and let them take the strain 

out of buying or selling a property for you

10%

Off

10%

Off

If you wish to put your property on 

the market, forward this 

advert after you have received our 

quote in writing and we will 

reduce our Estate Agents fees by 10%
Not available on any other offer and subject to a minimum 

fee of £400

WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM YOU
Copy deadline for the next 
issue is 2nd November2001.
Send your contributions c/o
9 Bedford Terr, EH15 2EJ, 
or put them in the box pro-
vided at Portobello Library, 
or call Brenda Molony on 
669 3466 or e-mail:
portobelloreporter@talk21.com

LETTERS

LOCAL SHOPS - As a res-

ident of Portobello for some 

years now, I and some other 

people would like to see a 

shoe shop or a baby shop, as 

there are a few empty prem-

ises and it would be good to 

see them in operation again.  I 

enjoy reading The Portobello 

Reporter and the adverts are 

good.  Good luck with the Sir 

Harry Lauder project.

Mrs Stone.

TELL ME IF YOU CAN – 

Can anyone tell me where the 

Portobello Amateur Rowing 

Club Roll of Honour from the 

1914-18 War has been placed 

after the club’s building on the 

Promenade was demolished?  

The photograph of the memo-

rial is included in Margeorie 

Mekie’s photograph album on 

Old Portobello.

Thank you.

M Goodall (669 4586)

PORTOBELLO ROTARY NEWS  

FRED PRAIN, President 200-01, handed over the reins to Jack Powell on 

July 1.  Fred had a very successful year as President, increasing the member-

ship by four, including two ladies and organising with Duncan Anderson the 

Annual Art Exhibition, the club’s biggest fund-raising event.  The club are 

very grateful for all his work during his year.

Following in Fred’s footsteps, Jack Powell inducted two more young lady 

members in July: Jackie Bright and Lisa Mackay (photo) – both ex-Rotaract 

members.

The club’s stall on Fringe Sunday, with face-painting and family games, 

raised £1200 to be divided between The Sick Kids, Edinburgh;  The Bus 

Appeal, Findlay Ward, The Eastern General; Wilson House, Portobello; and 

the Rotary Young Leadership Awards.

CEILIDH FOR AMNESTY
THIS YEAR Amnesty International celebrates its 40th Birth-

day and there will be a celebratory note in all the Portobello 

group’s activities as we approach Human Rights Day in Decem-

ber.  The group is being supported by the Musicians Union in 

holding a Ceilidh on Saturday October 27 from 7.30pm at Por-

tobello Community Centre.

Please come along and help us make this event a great suc-

cess – for a great cause!

Tickets at £4 (concessions £3) are available from: The Traidcraft 

Shop at 54 Portobello High St;  Evergreen at 232; Kitchener’s 

Deli, 127-29;  Portobello Centre, Adelphi Grove; David Turner 

(669 5968); Judith Fisher (669 5968).

As part of the group’s continuing campaign, a street stall 

at the Town Hall on Saturday September 22 will highlight the 

appalling extent of torture, routinely used in 60 countries to 

terrorise opponents of the government, and by some guerrilla 

groups.  The stall will provide ideas on what ordinary people 

can do to help.             David Turner

DOORS OPEN DAY
WHILE THERE are no buildings open in the Portobello area 
on Saturday September 29, there are some interesting opportu-
nities in Leith: 

Trinity House, Kirkgate, founded in 1555 as a hospital for 
mariners: magnificent interior with paintings, models and arte-
facts of Leith’s rich maritime history.  Open 10am-5pm.

Sikh Temple, Sheriff Brae, formerly St Thomas’s Church, 
has a converted eastern interior and an exhibition on Sikhs in 
Edinburgh. Open 12noon-2pm only.  

Claverhouse Training Centre, 8 Granton Square, built in 
1838 as the Granton Inn to cater for ferry passengers.  Open 
10am-5pm.

Forth Corinthian Yacht Club,1 Granton Square: conducted 
tours of the historic harbour area, 10am-5pm.

Caroline Park House, Caroline Pk Ave: Fine late 17th cen-
tury house built by Sir William Bruce for Viscount Tarbet, PM 
of Scotland 1685-92, incorporating 16th century East Granton 
Tower. Guided tours 2-5pm.

A brochure giving details of all 64  buildings open in 
Edinburgh is available from Libraries and Tourist Information 
offices.

LIBRARY NEWS
PORTOBELLO LIBRARY has had a busy summer, with our younger users 
participating in the Reading Carnival, many of them reading and reviewing 
six books and collecting prizes.  We were visited by ‘Mr Bones’ whose anar-
chic puppetry and story telling went down a treat, and we made a frieze 
which is on display in the Children’s section.  We also hosted an exhibition 
by local artist Kevin Brotherston, whose work, reflecting his life, was fea-
tured in the Evening News.

The Book Group meets on the first Tuesday of the month.  October Sky 
(also known as Rocket Boys) by Homer Hickam will be discussed on October 
2.  All are welcome.

Planning is under way for the Hugh Miller Bicentenary celebrations, 
when, in conjunction with the National Museum of Scotland and Portobello 
History Society, the Library will host talks and exhibitions to celebrate the 
many lives of this stonemason, geologist, journalist and Portobello personal-
ity.                Joyce Campbell



PORTOBELLO 
GIFT CENTRE

 

Wm Morrison
( P o r t o b e l l o )
Auto Accident Repair Specialists

All Bodywork Repairs - Spray painting

CAR & LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Large and Small Jobs Welcome       Reliable Advice - Free Estimates

0131 669 5544
2-4 St  Mark’s  Lane,  Portobel lo

History

‘Call In’
Homecare Ltd

322 Portobello High Street

Care and support at home to suit 
individual needs.  Reliable and 

professional Care provision, from 
‘pop in visits’ to 24-hour care.

for further information call:

0 1 3 1  4 6 8  1 6 2 8

For Commercial,

Domestic, Interior

and Exterior

Quotations on

request

Call 0131 669 1228

or 0131 552 0262

Members of the
Painters Federation

Commercial • Domestic

Interior • Exterior
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The Portobello Reporter is 
always looking forward to 
hearing from you.  If you 
have something you would 
like to share with the com-
munity please write to;

The Editor
9 Bedford Terrace
Edinburgh EH1515 2EJ

T H E  F A B U L O U S  F I F T I E S

JAMES KEANE - MASTER UPHOLSTERER

Specialist in Antique and Traditional Upholstery Work

Also Loose Covers Tailored to Fit

Selection of Quality Materials to Choose From

39 Mountcastle Drive South

Edinburgh EH15 1PN

Tel; 0131 669 4020    Fax; 0131 657 1025
Member of the Association of Master Upholsterers & Soft Furnishers

PORTOBELLO

HISTORY
SOCIETY
N E W S

CLEANING UP 
NEWHAILES

HISTORIC NEWHAILES House 
in Musselburgh has been undergo-
ing conservation by the National 
Trust for Scotland and, if all goes 
well, will open to the public next 
summer. 

Now that the building work has 
finished, there is an urgent need for 
volunteers to help remove build-
ers’ debris, clean floors, walls and 
mirrors, furniture and china and lift  
furniture.  Training will be given in 
all aspects.  Volunteers should con-
tact conservator Gille Schofield on 
665 1546.  

Volunteers are also needed to 
help clearing the grounds, and vol-
unteer guides to conduct tours when 
the house opens.  More information 
is available on the above number.  



The Kings Manor Hotel
100 Milton Road East
Edinburgh EH15 2NP

Your local family run hotel for all your needs
 • Bar Meals  • Restaurant and Options Bistro  
 • Morning Coffees • Private Parties   
 •Wedding Receptions • Short Breaks  
 • Christmas Festivities • Conferences  
 • Sunday Lunches • Extensive Leisure Club 
 • Swimming Pool  • Hairdressers and Beauty Therapists

For further information or details on any of the above 
call 0131 669 0444

or see our extensive website at www.kingsmanor.com

WHEN PORTOBELLO amalgamated with 

Edinburgh in 1896 one unfortunate outcome 

was the disappearance of the burgh council 

Minute Books and other records.  They had 

obviously been available to William Baird 

when he wrote his Annals of Duddingston and 

Portobello – published in 1898 – but subse-

quent historians have long been frustrated at 

not being able to consult the original docu-

ments.  Now at last Edinburgh City Archi-

vist, Richard Hunter, has unearthed one small 

fragment of written evidence from Portobel-

lo’s independent existence.  This is an account 

book in which is recorded in meticulous detail 

the income and expenditure of the council 

over the first twenty years or so of its exis-

tence.  No evidence of extravagance or junketing is to be found in its pages, which are a record 

of fiscal frugality and good housekeeping.  In them one can see what was spent on stationery, on 

administration – including the rent of offices, provision of utilities and law and order.  In modern 

terms it was not very much and was probably modest even by the standards of the mid-19th cen-

tury.

The council did have a problem that it shared with the other Parliamentary Burghs created in 

1833.  There was no mechanism for raising revenue through rates or the equivalent of the Coun-

cil Tax.  This not only meant a constant struggle against financial difficulties but also numerous 

complaints that the costs of administration were not evenly distributed.  Until this anomaly was 

put right in the 1850s the burgh council had to resort to asking for voluntary contributions from its 

prosperous residents.  The names of the subscribers with the amounts paid by them each year are 

duly recorded in the account book.

“It is remarkable that after a century this item has surfaced.  It is a tragedy of even greater pro-

portions that the Minute Books for the Burgh of Portobello that Baird used in his book seem to have 

vanished altogether,”  lamented Richard Hunter.       

              Archie Foley

PORTOBELLO COBBLERS

131 Portobello High Street
0131-657 4888

OAP discounts available
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING?

COME AND SEE US FIRST - BUYING AND 

SELLING PROPERTY IS OUR BUSINESS

Record Find

History

W E HENLEY - LONG JOHN SILVER

‘TREASURE ISLAND’, the amusement arcade on the corner 
of Bath Street and Straiton Place, is no more, but before 
we forget it, let me tell you about the Portobello connection 
with Long John Silver!

The pirate first appeared in a story by Robert Louis Ste-
venson, ‘The Sea Cook’, written in 1881 to entertain his 
11-year-old stepson while they were on holiday in Braemar. 
Stevenson’s friend, W E Henley, had chronic TB in the bone 
and had his left leg amputated when only 16 and still at 
school.  When he was 23 the infection recurred in his right 
foot and amputation was recommended; appalled, he fled 
to Edinburgh where he was treated by Joseph Lister, lead-
ing surgeon at the Royal Infirmary, then in Infirmary Street, 
who was pioneering the use of antiseptic.

While in hospital, he was visited frequently by Steven-
son, and they later collaborated on writing stories and plays.   
Stevenson  confessed to his friend that Henley’s ‘maimed 
masterfulness’ gave him the germ from which Long John 
grew.  They remained close friends until Stevenson’s wife 
Fanny ‘stole’ a story by a mutual friend, changed it a little, 
and published it under her own name.  Henley thought this 
was cheating, and said so; Stevenson could bear no criticism 
of Fanny and broke with Henley. 

But the Portobello connection?   When Henley came out 
of the Infirmary, remaining leg saved and a long literary 
career ahead of him, he went to Portobello to convalesce, 
staying at number 4 Straiton Place.  He wrote to a London 
friend: ‘This is the seaside.  I am within thirty yards of the 
Firth of Forth. When there ain’t a mist you can see the Fife 
hills quite plain with the naked eye on the other side’. 

The cottage is only a stone’s throw from the former ‘Trea-
sure Island’, which didn’t exist in Henley’s day, and the haar 
still comes to haunt us. Next time it rolls in from the sea, go 
down Bath Street and listen for the sound of a crutch stomp-
ing along the Prom, and an echo of a big man cursing like a 
sea cook!
              Alix Gaffney

28 Portobello High Street,

Edinburgh EH15 1DD

Tel: 0131-669 3703

Iain Abbot, Architect, is a local      
architectural practice offering a        
personal service to its clients.  We 
aim to provide you, our clients, 
with a building solution which not 
only answers your needs within 
your budget but provides some-
thing extra in terms of quality of 
design.

The services we offer include:
• Feasibility Studies
• Conditional Surveys
• Project Design & Detailing
• Planning & Building 
  Regulation Applications
• Grant Applications
• Contract Administration
• Inspection of Construction & 
  Certification



330-332 PORTOBELLO HIGH STREET,

EDINBURGH EH15 2DA  0131-669 4331

NEW RANGE OF HOMEOPATHIC, HERBAL 
AND BACH REMEDIES AVAILABLE AT YOUR 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PHARMACY

H.S.KIDD

Open 9-6 Monday-Friday•9-5 Saturday

•Personal service
•Free Prescription collection and delivery service

•Easy parking

People and Places

‘Call In’
Homecare Ltd

322 Portobello High Street
We are a private care agency 
currently looking to recruit 

experienced CARE WORKERS 
to enable elderly clients to 

remain at home

for further information call:

0 1 3 1  4 6 8  1 6 2 8

SUSAN 
DEACON
Member of the 
Scottish Parliament
for Edinburgh East 
and Musselburgh

Regular surgeries are held in Portobello

Please telephone

0131-669 6446
for an appointment

54 Portobello High Street,
Edinburgh EH15 1DA

email: 
Susan.Deacon.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

C A N O N  R A E  
C E L E B R AT E S  
GOLDEN JUBILEE

SUNDAY JUNE 3, 2001 was 

the 50th Anniversary of the 

ordination to the priesthood 

of Canon James Rae, parish 

priest of St John’s Church, 

Brighton Place, for the past 

20 years.  To mark the occa-

sion, a special Mass was cel-

ebrated at St John’s on June 2 

by Archbishop Keith O’Brien.  

This was followed by a ceil-

idh in Portobello Town Hall 

in the evening, attended by 

Canon Rae’s family, friends 

and parishioners. 

‘When people ask me what 

it feels like to be 50 years a 

priest’, he says, ’I can only answer - Absolutely amazing’.  

After 10 years at Oscott Seminary he was ordained in St 

Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh, in 1951;  his first appointment 

was as curate at St Mary’s, Stirling.  He was later appointed 

parish priest at St Peter’s, Edinburgh, then to the parishes of 

Currie, Balerno and Ratho, before succeeding the late Canon 

Hugh Gordon at St Johns.  

Canon Rae is a keen golfer, so keen that in 1951 he spent the 

whole of his first annual salary of £80 on a set of Ben Sayers 

golf clubs.  ‘I never regretted the clubs’, he says, ‘but I did 

regret the resulting penury’.  He also enjoys painting, singing 

and playing the piano.

ST PHILIP’S RESTORATION 
NEARS COMPLETION

THE RESTORATION work started last December should be completed by 

the week ending November 25, seven weeks later than originally estimated.  

The main central roof and west isle roof are now complete and alterations to 

the internal gallery are well advanced.  The new lining boards in the main 

vaulted ceiling are stained and looking very impressive and high level plas-

terwork is ready for painting. The majority of the electric and sound cables 

are in place and, once the central scaffold is removed, the under-floor heat-

ing system can be installed.  Further details will be posted as the work pro-

gresses.

MUSIC SOCIETY 
P R E S E N T S 

VARIED 
NEW SEASON 

PORTOBELLO RECORDED 

Music Society starts its winter 

season on October 7 when Chairman 

Kenneth Marr will present a pro-

gramme featuring ‘The Best of Brit-

ish Light Music’.  The club meets on 

Sunday evenings at 7.30pm, Octo-

ber to December and February to 

Easter, in St James Church hall, 

Rosefield Place and programmes are 

presented by members or guests.

This season’s syllabus includes 

local author Michael Turnbull, who 

is well known for his books on Edin-

burgh subjects;  he has also written 

biographies of two of Scotland’s 

most distinguished opera singers 

of the 20th century, Mary Garden 

and Edinburgh born Joseph Hislop, 

and will be talking about them in 

November.  Another well known 

speaker Neville Garden, broad-

caster, critic and author, will give 

one of his intriguing and charac-

teristic programmes involving some 

musical oddities.

A wide range of musical tastes 

is catered for – orchestral, opera, 

piano, musicals – and you don’t 

need to be knowledgeable or an 

expert to enjoy an evening’s lis-

tening, so why not go along for a 

sample.  Further details are avail-

able from Hon. Secretary,  B. Cor-

mack on 661 2148.

CHARITY FLOWER FESTIVAL;

HIS GRACE Archbishop Keith 

O’Brien will open a Flower Festi-

val presented by Portobello Floral 

Art Club at St Catherine’s Con-

vent, Lauriston Gardens at 10am on 

Thursday September 27th .  The 

three-day Festival is open on the 

27th  and  28th  from 10am-8pm 

and from 10am-5pm on the 29th.  

Admission is £3 including refresh-

ments, children free, and the pro-

ceeds will go towards the Convent’s 

Homeless Project.     

CHRISTIAN AID TABLE SALE: 

Sat. Oct. 20, 10am-1pm: Portobello 

Old Parish Church hall.  Contact 

669 8040 for tables - £5 each.

CHRISTIAN AID FUND RAISING; 

The Summer Mission Musical 

‘Hopes and Dreams’ raised £618, 

and the Door-to-Door collection in 

May amounted to £7083 – Thanks 

to the local community.

EVENTS
CALENDER

TRADE FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN

Pictured here are (l-r): John Rostron, representing St Mark’s; Gavin Strang;  David 

Turner; Ann McKenzie, United Reform Church; Morag Baird, Duddingston Kirk.

DAVID TURNER, Convener of the Peace and Justice Group of Portobello 

and District Council of Churches, handed 175 ‘Trade for Life’ pledges to 

Gavin Strang MP on June 10.  The pledges, signed by members of local 

churches and the public, are in support of Christian Aid’s campaign which 

calls for a change in the rules on international trade, in favour of the world’s 

poor.  

David said more pledges were expected and that the Peace and Justice 

Group would not give up until things changed.  Gavin Strang agreed that it 

was ‘an extremely important issue’ and promised to pass them to the Prime 

Minister before the G8 Summit in Genoa in July.

NEW MUSLIM 
CENTRE OPENS IN 
P O R T O B E L L O

LOCAL BUSINESSMAN Khalid Mir, JP, who has worked tirelessly for the 

establishment of the new Portobello Muslim Educational and Cultural Centre 

in Fishwives Causeway, welcomed many Muslim guests, and representatives 

of the Portobello Community to the Inaugural Ceremony on May 31.

Mr Mohamed Aslam, Chair of the Pakistan Association of Scotland, His 

Lordship Yousaf Inait, OBE OIA JP, honoured Patron of the Centre and Mr 

Jalal Choudhary then addressed the gathering on  the importance of educa-

tion and the successful adoption of the east Asian community into our east 

Edinburgh district, the best of their values equating with the best of ours - a 

diligent work ethic and strong family values. 

A commemorative plaque was then unveiled by Gavin Strang MP, seen 

here with (l-r) Cllr Maureen Child, Mr Mohamed Aslam, Mr Khalid Mir,  

Susan Deacon MSP, Lord Yousaf Inait and Mrs Shamim Mansoori.



The Rocking Horse Nursery
60a Duddingston Road (Near Duddingston Primary School)

Open 8am - 6pm

 • We are a family orientated nursery with a 

   friendly atmosphere

 • Babies - 8 years old cared for by qualified staff

 • Pre-School funded places available

 • New “Seahorse” Nursery opening summer2001 in Cockenzie
   For further details on both nurseries
   Please Tel. 0131 669 0819 and ask for Fiona

Young Portobello

WEB
WISE

The Just World Trading Shop
FairTrading For A Just World
Visit our shop at 54 Portobello High Street

For a good selection of
Cards • Wrapping Paper • Decorations • Gifts • Crafts • 

Jewellery • Also Coffee • Tea • Cocoa  
and a range of food including 
• Dried Fruit • Nuts • Sugar

Open: Monday-Friday 10am-12noon and 2pm-4pm 
Saturday 10am-12noon

Supported by the Portobello Council of Churches

T E A  
JENNY’S

180 Portobello High Street
Snacks, Fish Teas

Coffees and Friendly 
Atmosphere

Open Monday to Saturday
8am to 5pm

THOMSON’S CAMPING & HARDWARE

CAMPING DEPT.

LAPLAND 
GEMS

96 Portobello High Street,
Edinburgh, EH15 1AN

Tel: 669 9344

Jewellery and Gifts to suit 
all ages and pockets

Carlo’s Fish Bar
227 Portobello High Street

Fish and Chips,Pizzas, Kebabs,Pastas 
and Baked Potatoes

Delivery Service Available

0131-669 3010

www.dcthomson.co.uk
Here is a great site for lovers and fans of 
the Beano.  Once in the D.C. Thomson 
site go to Beano Town where you can 
play games with your favourite char-
acters, learn more about the history of 
the comic or join the Beano Club and 
send messages to other Beano fans and 
much, much more.  Well worth a visit.
www.edinburghskate.co.uk
This site offers those who are mad keen 
on skateboarding or aggressive skating 
links with the thriving skate scene in 
Edinburgh.  If you want to learn new 
tricks there are hot tips on how to 
impress your friends.  find out where 
the action is and whats going on.  Stills 
and video clips are also on this must see 
site for skaters.
www.pollyphillips.co.uk
Local songstress Polly Phillips has a 
cute website with nice graphics and the 
opportunity to download exclusive MP3 
tracks of her songs.  You can also find 
out when her next gig is and for fans a 
five minute interview.
www.shrek.com
You’ve seen the film now check out the 
web-site.  This has to be one of the better 
sites, with nice graphics and plenty to 
do including games and colouring in 
pics which you can then print out.  this 
is one not to miss. 

Peter Ross

SCOOT TO SCHOOL  
A CAVALCADE of well-
dressed scooters zoomed along 
the Promenade on May 25, in a 
‘Scoot to School’ organised by 
Towerbank PTA’s Safer Routes 
to School group. The riders of the 
best-dressed scoots were judged 
by Cllr Maureen Child to be 
Rachel Simpson-P6, Jessie Bon-
ner-P4, and Jack Bowmaker-P2.  

Towerbank Primary School 
is top of the Council’s long list 
of priorities this financial year 
for traffic calming measures to 
impose a 20mph limit and ensure 
a safer route to school for local 
children.  £7000 is earmarked 
out of the £227,000 allocated 
to Edinburgh from the Scottish 
Executive for cycling, walking 
and safer streets, and a box junction has been put in at Bath Street 
to discourage drivers from encroaching on the crossing, endangering 
pedestrians trying to cross.

ROYAL HIGH QUAD TRANSFORMED

THE CREATIVELY refurbished Quadrangle at the Royal High Primary 

School was officially opened on June 6 when Cllr Brian Weddell unveiled a 

commemorative mosaic plaque. 

A dull and under-used space has been transformed into four different 

areas with an attractive gazebo at the centre.  A sensory garden area with 

scented plants, textured surfaces, solar fountain and wind-chimes was cre-

ated for the Millennium and funded by the PTA and a grant from the Grounds 

for Awareness Scheme.  There is also a pebble beach with canoe, driftwood, 

windlass and sandbox; and a woodland area with bark surface, seats, planter 

and trees, both funded by a Royal Bank of Scotland Supergrounds Award.  

A picnic area has benches and tables with umbrellas, but is still covered in 

the old tarmac.  ‘Decking would be ideal here’ said Head Teacher Mrs Joan 

Braer,’ but another good fairy would be needed to provide it!’.

The pupils were all clearly delighted with their new quad, and some of 

them are pictured here enjoying the beach area.

HOLY ROOD HITS 1000
HOLY ROOD HIGH School is now officially full to capacity.  The 
240 pupils who joined in August brought the total roll above the 1000 
mark for the first time in decades. The intake has now been capped 
and a waiting list established.  The First Year includes pupils from 30 
primary schools.

Head Teacher Patrick Sweeney is in no doubt about the reasons 
for this: ‘The greatest strength of Holy Rood is the high quality of  
teachers and support staff.  At every level, teachers at Holy Rood are 
prepared to ‘go the extra mile’ for pupils.  An example of this is the 
ambitious programme of Supported Study offered.  These classes take 
place after school, and we have been impressed by the generosity of 
staff in giving up their time and by the enthusiasm of pupils.  I am sure 
that this has been a major factor in helping pupils to improve their 
exam results’.

YOUNG 
MUSICIAN 

OF THE 
YEAR

THE ROTARY CLUB of Por-
tobello would like to hear from 
young people, aged from 12 to 
19, who are interested in taking 
part in the local Young Musician 
of the Year Competition, which 
takes place on Tuesday Novem-
ber 6 at 7pm at Holy Rood High 
School. 

The categories are Young 
Instrumentalist and Young 
Singer of the Year, and entrants 
must be proposed by teachers or 
tutors and live, or go to school, 
in Portobello.

They must also provide a 
copy of their score for use by 
the adjudicator, and arrange their 
own accompanist.

For details of how to enter 
the competition, please write to: 
Mr Ken Hart, Portobello Rotary, 
100 Milton Road East, Edin-
burgh EH15 2NW.  Applications 
must be received before October 
10.

Members of the public are 
welcome to attend the competi-
tion on November 6.

DANISH CAMP FOR 
BB’S THANKS TO EU

THANKS TO A GRANT from the European Union through Connect Youth 
International 12 boys and 5 staff from the 25th Edinburgh Boys Brigade 
based at St Phillips Church, Joppa were able to attend the National Camp 
of the Danish Youth organisation FDF in July. The camp was hosted by our 
Danish sister company 1st Aalborg FDF.  We celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of our twinning agreement in 2002.

The camp held at Sletten, near Silkegorg is based on pioneering prin-
ciples which means the camp has to be built from scratch,  including every-
thing from benches and tables to kitchen and toilet facilities.  

There were 15000 participants from Denmark, Scotland, Northern Ire-
land, England, Finland and Tanzania.  To help cope with such large numbers 
the camp is split into 7 villages, each having a different theme.  Our village 
theme was curiosity, others included force, passion, hope and wisdom.  All 
the activities were based around these themes.

The highlight of the camp was a visit by Queen Margrethe II for the 
Sunday Service.  Visitors and guests for the day swelled the number at camp 
to over 22000 and the service was broadcast live on Danish television.

After the camp the boys spent a few days in Allborg with our hosts before 
heading to Copenhagen where we attended a reception at the British Embassy 
and were given a tour by Peter Cook, son of the Rev. John Weir Cook, min-
ister at St.Phillips.

All the boys and staff had a great time and are looking forward to renew-
ing friendships when we host our Danish friends in 2003.

PORTY’ Youth Club has started again, after the summer break.  The club is 
for young people of First Year secondary school age and upwards, and is held 
on Thursday evenings from 7-9pm at Portobello Centre, Adelphi Grove.

The organisers are part-time youth workers employed by Community 
Education, who are keen to plan a programme of activities through discus-
sion with club members, but there is also a pool table, music, videos and table 
tennis.  The cost is 50 pence per week, with an annual membership of £1, 
payable in September/October.  So go along and have fun -  make ‘Porty’ 
Youth Club your club and have your say on the activities planned.  For further 
information contact Linda Kelly at Portobello Comunity Education Office, 
Towerbank Annexe, Bath Street: tel. 657 2607. 

ON November 6, I went to bed as usual, only to be woken at 1am by 
my mum yelling, ‘Amy, wake up.  There’s a fire!’  She didn’t even let 
me get my hamster.  We ran across the landing to my friend’s house 
and while her dad was phoning the Fire Brigade, we heard everyone 
else in the block running down the stairs, knocking on doors, yelling 
‘Fire!’  The smoke was black and thick, with no air.  It was even 
worse outside.  It was wet and cold.  A man grabbed my hand and 
took me up the street.  People came out to see what was happening 
and some were taking people in.  Luckily, my mum and me, and my 
friend and her family were taken in by a woman and her husband.  We 
were all very shaken and scared. 

At about 4 or 5 o’clock a fireman came in and told us that my ham-
ster had died, and that my friend’s house was fine but mine was badly 
damaged.  We had to move into a rented flat for about six months, and 
when we moved back everything was new and different.  There are 
things I still miss and will never have again, but it has made me realise 
that things don’t matter, as long as you and your friends and family 
are fine.                    Amy Kenmure 

The production of this 
newspaper is funded 

solely by local businesses 
who advertise in it.  

Please support them 
wherever possible in 

return.



WINNING GARDENS 

MRS JEAN KERR, above, of Mountcastle Drive South, was the 
winner for the third time of the Tubs and Containers category of the 
annual Garden Competition organised by Portobello Amenity Society 
and Portobello Garden Centre.  Judges John Stewart and Bill Thom-
son considered her magnificent display of plants to be better than 
ever.

The winner in the Domestic Gardens category was Mrs Bobbi 
Wood of Meadowfield Avenue whose garden, which included a per-
gola, water feature, tree, planting and lawn, was, said Bill Thomson, 
‘a delight to enter’. 

GRAVEL BEDS are becom-
ing more common nowadays 
as busy people seek to create 
low maintenance gardens.  
Specimen plants such as low 
growing or spreading coni-
fers, together with hardy 
heathers in groups of three, 
will look good against a 
gravely base. Consider also 
alpines: Eriophyllum Lana-
tum, for example,for ground 
cover in dry sunny areas, with silvery grey leaves topped with orange daisies in early summer, or 
the prostrate stems of Blue Spurge (Euphorbia Mirsinites) with rosettes of lime green flowers in 
spring.  Gypsophila Rosenschleier forms a cloud of tiny, pale pink, double flowers in mid summer 
- trim it after flowering and it will bloom again in autumn!

To prevent thirsty or newly planted shrubs from drying out apply a 2-3 inch mulch after water-
ing.  A wide range of materials can be used.  Bark chips are most ornamental; now available in a 
range of colours, they conserve moisture and suppress weeds.  Gravel is a more permanent mulch, 
and is also available in a variety of colours.

HOT TIP: Take an empty, two litre plastic bottle, such as a lemonade bottle, cut the bottom off, 
unscrew the cap then plunge it, neck down, into the soil alongside your thirsty plants, topping up 
as necessary.  Happy gardening!
                                                                                                         

with Bill Thomson

Sport and Leisure
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Sherwood Industrial Estate, Bonnyrigg. Tel. 0131-663 2404. Fax. 1031-663 6863

ORMELIE TAVERN
Purveyors of a large range of fine ales, lagers and spirits

 Deuchar’s I.P.A               Caledonian Ales

 Belhaven Ales        McEwan’s 80/- Cask

 McLay’s Wallace                  + Other Guests

Opening Hours: Monday to Saturday 11am to 12 midnight

Sunday 12.30pm to 11pm

Come along and try a fly half from our extensive range of malt whiskies

44 Joppa Road, Portobello. Tel: 0131 669 3323

CLOSING DOWN SALE

PORTOBELLO GARDEN CENTRE

has everything you need for the fishing season
and a new and bigger range of clothing

Come and see our showroom at

44/46 PORTOBELLO HIGH STREET
OPEN FROM 9am-5.30pm

Tel:0131 657 3258   Fax:0131 669 0672
Or visit our Web site: mikestackleshop.co.uk

E-mail: sales@mikestackleshop.co.uk

Mike’s Tackle Shop Ltd.
GAME•SEA•
COURSE TACKLE
SUPPLIES
LIVE/FROZEN BAIT

THE ANNUAL Promenade 
Races organised by Portobello 
Running Club took place on 
Thursday June 14 in dry, but 
cold and windy conditions.  The 
proceeds of the event will be 
donated to the Cleft Lip and 
Palate Association.    

Results: 4 Miles: Men: (1) 
John Heap, Hunters Bog Trot-
ters, 20min.00sec; (2) Colin 
Meek, vet, Lothian Running 
Club, 20.29; (3) Alan Robson, 
vet, Mizuno, 20.51.  Women: 
(1) Susan Ridley, vet, Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill, 23.42; (2) Mari-
etta van Linden, City of Edin-
burgh, 24.20; (3) Nicola May, 
Pitreavie, 24.38. (4) Janet Laing, 
Portobello RC, 25.11.

Becca Allison aged 
10,winner of the junior 2 Mile 
race is seen here with her 
medal.

PROM RACE 
RESULTS

Award Winning 

Portrait and Wedding 

Photographer

300 Portobello High Street

0131 669 9971

Members of 

MPA and BIPP

LOCAL 
BASKET-

BALL  STAR 

CONGRATULATIONS to tal-
ented basketball player Drew 
Costello of Park Avenue, Dud-
dingston, who recently returned 
from competing in the UK Spe-
cial Olympics with a shiny silver 
medal.  The 22-year-old trav-
elled to Cardiff on July 24 with 
his team ‘Forth Valley’, to play 
against some of the best in the 
country.  This is the third time 
this skillful player has been 
called upon to play in his posi-
tion as ‘shooting guard’, having 
already travelled further afield to 
Luxembourg and Switzerland.  

When Drew is not busy train-
ing hard and shooting hoops, he 
works full time as a car valet 
in his uncle’s busy  yard at 
Meadowbank, only a mere drib-
ble from some other basketball 
courts!  Drew’s main goal for the 
future is to represent Britain at 
his sport.        Karyn Finnie.
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SITUATIONS 
VACANT  

IF YOUR evenings need a bit of 
life injecting into them, then the 
perfect opportunity has arisen! 
The 2nd Portobello Scout Group 
are looking for new leaders to 
run the Scouts and Beavers.  
Founded before World War 1 
as the 2nd East Edinburgh, the 
group, which is based in the Old 
Parish Church hall in Bellfield 
Street, is one of the oldest in 
this part of the city.  It became 
a Sea Scout group in the early 
1960s, and for a long time was 
one of only 100 Scout groups in 
the UK recognised by the Royal 
Navy.  It can also claim the proud 
achievement of having taught 
thousands of young people new 
and useful skills. 

Unfortunately, a number of 
leaders have left the group over 
a period and have not been 
replaced.  The Scout Troup and 
the Beavers are currently sus-
pended and the future of the 
Cubs looks to be in danger.  The 
group are looking for enthusias-
tic leaders and helpers to save 
the situation, offering a very sat-
isfying opportunity to help the 
people currently involved.   

Full training will be provided, 
so you only need good ideas and 
a positive attitude!  If you have 
any spare time to help your local 
group, please write to Kenneth 
Ingram, Group Secretary, 2nd 
Portobello Scout Group, “Sunny 
Cottage”, 35 Walker Terrace, 
East Linton, EH40 3AL.  Or 
telephone:- 07803 043 840 (H);  
0131 245 2944 (W) 
  Catriona Young


