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Information Boards at Town Hall, Bowling Centre and Joppa Pumping Station 
 
Some years ago the City of Edinburgh Council erected black metal supports with boards to take community 
information at the above locations in Portobello. 
 

A map “Stroll around Portobello”, created by Nick 
Stroud, has been placed on one side of each of 
these three boards. As described in our last 
Newsletter, the map illustrates many points of 
interest including the interpretation boards and 
building plaques erected by the Amenity Society in 
collaboration with the Community Council. The 
other side of each board is covered by a print of the 
seashore by Lee Kindness. This print affords an 
attractive background to various changing notices 
of local events. The above projects involved local 
volunteers and McRobb of Montgomery Street 
who produced the large scale UV-fast coloured 
prints. Funding was contributed by the Amenity 
Society and the Community Council. 
 

 
Interpretation Boards 

 
Seven interpretation boards were erected on or close to the Promenade between 1997 and 2001 by the Amenity 
Society and the Community Council. Since 2001 four of these boards have suffered damage: the first faded in 
the sun; the other three were vandalised. The latest of these four was the geology board which was found in 
June of this year wrenched from its supporting lectern. This geology board, situated near Rock Cottage, 
describes the geology of Joppa rocks. Unfortunately, attempts to repair the board were unsuccessful, and an 
insurance claim was necessary. It is planned to renew the geology board using the more robust system used to 
replace earlier damaged boards. The boards are the property of the Community Council who are responsible 
for the insurance premium. 

 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 
This year's AGM was held on Wednesday 22nd June at a different venue - the Baptist Church Hall, Portobello 
High Street. After the official business, Robert Gatliff, Head of Marine Geoscience at the British Geological 
Survey, gave an illustrated talk to a large and appreciative audience on "Portobello Geology: A billion year 
adventure of climate change, coal, earthquakes and tsunamis". Robert is a member of PAS.  
 

The “Stroll around Portobello” map on the board outside the Town Hall is 
illustrated here.                                                       Photo: Celia Butterworth� 

 



Development at Newcraighall North and Newcraighall East 
 
In July PAS objected to two planning applications to build approximately 400 houses at Newcraighall North 
and Newcraighall East. EDI and The Dalrymple Trust have lodged two applications seeking planning 
permission in principle for these developments. Both developers had lodged planning applications for these 
sites last year but, in the light of a recent Court of Session decision that these sites, which the Council had 
removed from the Green Belt, should now be classed as Greenfield sites, new applications had to be lodged. 
 
The society believes that it is extremely important that Edinburgh’s Green Belt should be protected. This is 
especially true at this point, where the Green Belt is at its narrowest and where there is a real danger of 
Edinburgh and Musselburgh becoming merged and the distinction between the two being lost. We also feel that 
the landscape setting of Edinburgh would be severely compromised if the Green Belt was to be weakened at 
this point by housing developments being built on Greenfield sites next to the Green Belt.  
 
We are also concerned that the essential character of Newcraighall would be lost if these developments were to 
go ahead. The addition of 400 houses would completely change the existing character of the village which 
would be swamped by so much new development on both sides. 
 
If these proposals go ahead, there will be huge traffic implications for Newcraighall. The village already suffers 
considerable traffic problems largely due to the huge volume of through traffic heading to and exiting from the 
adjacent Kinnaird Park shopping complex. The addition of 400 houses and the building of new feeder roads 
from these new developments on both sides of the main road would add considerably to the area’s existing 
traffic problems. 
 
The recent Court of Session decision means that The Edinburgh City Plan no longer contains a presumption 
that 400 houses should be built on these two Newcraighall sites. PAS believes that priority needs to be given to 
the re-use of Brownfield land if new housing is to be built in the Edinburgh area. 
 

The Former Big W Site 
 
Last year PAS objected to the application by Aegon UK Property Fund Ltd to vary the condition of use 
regarding the former Big W to allow for the sale of food from these premises. 
 
We believe that a very large food store operating here is likely to engage in a price war with Asda, resulting in 
small local shops being caught in the ensuing battle and being forced to close. This could threaten the vitality 
and viability of the independent shops on Portobello High Street. 
 
As this site is extremely close to Asda and only a short distance away from many other supermarkets, we also 
feel that there is no need for another food store in this area.   
 
The traffic generated by a food store would be greater than that generated by the previous use, especially as the 
plan is for 24 hour operation. This would surely cause a negative impact on residential amenity from the 
increased traffic and deliveries, and noise and light pollution from 24 hour operation.  
 
The Council turned down Aegon’s planning application but Aegon lodged an appeal which was heard in 
December. PAS gave evidence at the appeal, objecting yet again to this application. The reporter’s decision is 
still awaited. 
 

The BL Development Site 
 
PAS objected to the revised plans by BL Developments to build a mixed use development on the old Scottish 
Power Site off Portobello High Street. Although the number of units had been reduced from 700 to 550, and the 
development would be one storey lower across the site, we objected to the addition of a large supermarket as 
part of the proposals. BL have yet to lodge a full application for this site. 



  

Christian Path – at last 

  

It is with great pleasure that we are able to report that Christian Path has at last been upgraded. PAS made 
representations to the Council about the state of the path in the early 1980s. Now at last Sustrans, in 
conjunction with the Council and the Scottish Government, have widened and resurfaced the path and installed 
new lighting. The picture on the left above shows the path as it is now. On the right is a picture, taken from the 
Portobello Reporter archives of 1982, shows members of an Amenity Society (PAAS as it was then) trying to 
clear some of the rubbish and weeds. The small girl in the pram is now herself a mother! 
 

The Hovercraft 
 
PAS also commented on revised plans for a Hovercraft terminal at Seafield. Although the design of the slipway 
building had been improved, there was still no provision for any on-site parking. The operators have been 
refused a government subsidy for this development and the application has now been rejected by the Council’s 
Planning Committee. 
 

East Edinburgh Environment Team Task Force 
 
At the monthly meetings of the Portobello Amenity Society (PAS) a member of the committee presents a report 
of the current activities of the City’s Task Force for our area. This is charged with maintaining aspects of our 
local environment in good condition (beach, promenade, roadways, drainage, parks and green spaces, 
walkways, cycling facilities) and general signage for traffic management and direction to various amenities. 
Through our liaison, PAS is also kept informed of any pending work on the abovementioned aspects of our 
environment. We also have an opportunity from time to time to raise any matters within their remit that arise in 
our area. If anyone living in the area has any appropriate concerns they can contact Mr P.E.Lake (Tel 669 
4063) who will raise them with the East Edinburgh Environment Team. 
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Photo: Portobello Reporter 



 
The Portobello Architecture Heritage Trail 

 
PAS, in conjunction with Portobello Heritage Trust, has recently published a revised edition of the Portobello 
Heritage Trail, which we first published in 1992. The revised 12 sided leaflet, double the size of the original, 
guides you on a walking tour of Portobello, indicating places of architectural and/or historical interest. It 
contains a brief history of Portobello, a map of the route and many colour photographs, alongside a paragraph 
detailing each place of interest. New places of interest have been included, such as the Adelphi area and the 
Coade Stone Pillars in the community garden on the Promenade. The design of the new leaflet and the 
photography are by Colin Warwick, text by John Stewart. The trail itself is about 1.7 miles in length and should 
take about 1-1 ½ hours to complete. 
 
The Heritage Trail leaflet, which is free, was funded by Portobello and Craigmillar Neighbourhood Partnership 
Community Grants Fund and by ourselves. Hopefully it will encourage more visitors to Edinburgh to venture 
down to Portobello during their stay and hopefully they will discover what an attractive place Portobello is to 
visit. The leaflet is available from the Tourist Information Centre in Princes Street and from several local 
stockists including Portobello Library, Portobello Swim Centre, the Beach House Cafe, Artisan Gifts, and 
McAlpine’s.  
 

Miscellaneous Matters 
 
PAS has had a continuing dialogue with the Council regarding road-signage, shop-front paint colours, litter bin 
provision, and graffiti removal. We have alerted the Council to the need to repair the door of the phone box at 
the top of Bellfield Street and to repair several of the bollards on the Promenade. We continue to have regular 
contact with the Council’s Parks Department and have helped the Council to achieve green flag status for the 
Community Garden at the foot of John Street by demonstrating strong community involvement in the garden. 
We have also been involved in discussions with the Council regarding improvements that are to be carried out 
in Rosefield Park. PAS continues to be represented at meetings of Portobello Community Council and the 
Edinburgh Civic Forum. We hold regular meetings with the Council’s Task Force officials at which we have 
raised various issues such as street cleaning, road traffic signs and park maintenance. 
 

P.A.S. Monthly Meetings 
 
Would you like to find out more about what is happening in Portobello? Would you like something done about 
Portobello’s traffic and parking problems? Are you interested in protecting and enhancing Portobello's many 
listed buildings? Would you like to see the amenity of Portobello improved and environmental and landscaping 
projects carried out? If the answer to any or all of the above questions is yes, then you are most welcome to 
come along to any of P.A.S.’s regular monthly meetings to air your views and to find out just what the society 
is doing to improve Portobello for everyone who lives and works here. For details of meetings, please phone 
John Stewart on 669 6466. 
 

Local Business Support for P.A.S. 
 
Please use our excellent local businesses, especially those which help the society to make Portobello a pleasant 
place to live and to work. The society is very grateful to the following businesses for their continued support as 
associate business members: - 
 
Robin Bond, CA; Boots, Chemist; Findlay Meats; Brian Forde, Optician; Gordons, Butchers; Joppa Turrets, 
Guest House; H.S.Kidd, Chemist; The King's Manor Hotel; Kitchener's Delicatessen; McIntyre Lewis, 
Solicitors & Estate Agents; J & S Penman, Vets; Portobello Library; Jas. Scott, Funeral Directors; Shapes Hair. 
 
Please support our local businesses, especially those who themselves support our local community. 

 



Subscriptions 
 
 
Subscriptions for the year April 2011 – March 2012 are now due. If you have not already paid for this year, 
please complete this slip and send it to:  
 
Dr P.K.Wraith, 3 East Brighton Crescent, Portobello, Edinburgh EH15 1LR. 
 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
I enclose my subscription of:- 
 
       £5 per household (normal)                                                £2 per household (retired/unwaged) 
 
(Please tick as appropriate) 
 
 


