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The Portobel@oade Stone Pillars

P.A.S. has just completed the restoration and re-erection of the three ornarmad&aktne pillars which
now form the focal point of the new community garden on the Promenade at the foot of Jahn Stree

These pillars, which date from the early 19th century, are
listed structures which used to stand in the garden of
Argyle House, Hope Lane, until they were taken into
council storage in 1989 when a new extension was built
onto the house, then a nursing home. They are made of an
artificial stone, named after its inventor, which is notec

its fine sculptural detail. Since 1989, P.A.S., Portobello
Community Council and Portobello History Society have
continually campaigned to have them re-erected on a
suitable site in Portobello.

A successful application by P.A.S. to the Heritage Lottery
Fund has now made this possible and the project, which
cost just over £60,000, is now almost complete. The
lottery grant provided 80% of the costs, P.A.S. and the
Community Council contributed £2,400 each, while the
council generously made up the rest of the funding
package by providing the concrete foundations for the
pillars and the inner metal strengthening and outer metal
caps to each pillar.

The two smaller pillars are identical to the design of the

chimneys of Dalmeny House, near South Queensferry, seat of the Earl of Rosebuaynpéuet lion, Tudor
rose and crown and fleur-de-lys designs seen on these pillars are taken framiltherests of the Rosebury
and Primrose families, (the lion is depicted holding a primrose) The langealgallar has a hooped design of
unknown origin.

The pillars are known to have stood on their original site for at least 90 years but hoarttesto be in
Portobello in the first place is a mystery. The Abercorn Pottery in Portob&hoven to have made garden
urns in the 1830s so perhaps they were asked to repair the Dalmeny chimneytsna tistme of the pillar
sections are of different colours so perhaps they were “seconds” whichtdpsthefd in Portobello.

The pillars have been expertly restored by Graciela Ainsworth and hepfestome conservators. A new
crown top to one of the pillars has been skillfully made by P.A.S. member and localtistia Robinson to
match the one existing original top. Alison also made copies, in modern Coade stone, of footifsgrwimich
the conservators attached to two original plain quadrants, to complete atlioies. - see if you can spot
these modern lions!



The whole project has been coordinated by P.A.S. member Celia Butterworth who emiéded| the
credit for such a successful project which not only restores and preservesRmtbbello’s history but also
provides such an attractive central element to the new community garden waliclrihances this section
of the Promenade.

The Draft New Edinburgh City Local Plan.

In June PAS commented on the draft New Edinburgh City Local Plan. The finalisedilleplace
previous city plans which determine both planning policy and planning applications.

There is much that the society welcomed in the draft plan. In particular, wemesl the policies which
seek to protect town centres such as Portobello and we welcomed the Council'syeaminiencouraging
their enhancement and revitalisation. Small, often individually owned shops &@ckimne of town
centres such as Portobello, and centres like Portobello need all the protectiantgeyfcom planning
policies to fight off unwelcome proposals from major supermarkets to build supsrstdheir area,
proposals which would adversely affect the whole character and well-being of baitvtheentre itself and
the wider community.

We also welcomed the Council's commitment to increase the number of affordabke halise
Edinburgh. The society feels that there is a great need for such houses throughmuwigBdind in
Portobello in particular

Other proposals also met with the society's approval, such as the safeguaadoogsible rail halt at
Station Brae in Portobello, the Council's wish to improve the traffic conditions on teenessproach to
Fort Kinnaird and the fact that no further growth will be allowed at the Jewaltidighall shopping centre
beyond existing approvals.

However, PAS made four major objections to the Draft New Edinburgh City Laal Phe first of these
related to the protection given to Edinburgh's Green Belt. The society feelstroasgty, that Edinburgh's
Green Belt should be protected from future unnecessary and ill advised developmémgréfbre objected

to proposals to build 420 houses in the Green Belt to the north and south of Newcraighall. Thigd¥&S bel
is unnecessary as development at Waterfront Edinburgh is now thought to be providingefaesidential
development in the former Leith Docks area than was at first thought. PA®elsthiat houses should not
be built at this point where the Green Belt is already very narrow.

The second policy we objected to concerned the protection of Edinburgh'’s open greeispgrevious
policies in the N.E. Edinburgh Local Plan were very straightforward, statmaysthat there was a strong
presumption against building on any open spaces in the area. The new policy includeg saveats and
provisos which will be open to so much wide division and contention. It states that developmebecoul
allowed on open spaces a) if it can be proved there is an over provision of green spacesnediaem
area b) if alternative open space provision is made in the immediate areafahd development is for
community benefit and benefits outweigh loss. This is a threat to all of Edinburgh'sgces citywide.
Existing valuable open space, which enriches everyone's quality of lifedstaitiave to be sacrificed as
the only way to provide or upgrade community facilities.

The third policy to which the society objected was a policy which seeks to safegwaste transfer point at
Seafield. We are aware that Powderhall is to be closed and that threeiaéesites have been identified,
two in Edinburgh, and one at Millerhill. The society believes that Millerhill idldhian would be a far
better option as a waste transfer point for the whole of Edinburgh as it is far renmwetkfisely built
residential areas like Portobello. We also feel that the proposal contradictsmimitment made in the
development of Waterfront Edinburgh to construct a boardwalk along the length of Edisbvatgrfront.
Such a laudable scheme does not sit favourably with the idea of a waste trailgfesitaated only yards
away from one section of the walk itself.



Portobello also suffers from considerable traffic congestion as it is anpras well as the related problem
of pollution caused by heavy traffic. The prospect of hundreds of additional lortiesitdste clogging up
Portobello's already congested and polluted roads is not one that the society welcome

The final objection which PAS made concerned the site at 19 - 24 Promenade. This piedevakla
designated in the N.E. Edinburgh Local Plan as land to be acquired by the Councild®iopsa space as
part of the Council's plans to improve the environment of the Promenade. The draft plaromsstgion at
all of this site and its current designation and we therefore asked thatfti@adrahould be amended to
include this.

The Council are at present considering all the comments which societies artlaldihave made

concerning this draft plan and have yet to publish their responses to these comfoenthée produce and
adopt the final version of the new plan.

King's Road and Milton Road Roundabouts.

Many PAS members will be aware of the Council's plans to replace the roundatiéung's Road, Milton
Link and Duddingston Park, with traffic lights. These works are to be carried out inctionngith the
extension of bus priority lanes throughout the city. Tenders have now been approtiedMdtan Road
roundabouts and it is thought that the work will start there in November. The King's Roadouuirdid
be done after these works have been completed, probably in Spring next year.

Portobello Town Centre Improvement Project

The High Street has been under the process of upgrading for a very long time@ndipected to be
completed sometime in October. However additional paving works are planned betaebn Bne and
Figgate Street. Tree planting will probably happen in November and will consist ddiéinraal 3 Gingko
beside those already next to the bank building and 7 new Malus Tschonoskii to be planted in a row to
replace the cherries which were removed. The remaining cherry is tare@grack. These Malus are
slender, upright apple trees which will give spring blossom and autumn colour and not take ughtoo muc
pavement space.

There are various reasons why the upgrading has taken so long, among them ¢ne @irobtordinating
the works of others not directly in the power of the contractor. Emergency work iglspotver,
comprehensive works to the traffic lights, the relocation and power connection of thesiehelters,
material supplies and the quality of workmanship have also added to the delaymp#dghat carrying out
more comprehensive works now will result in a high quality footway, and being ddsmga higher
specification will result in less maintenance in the future and bring ol@nglterm benefit to the
community.

| am sure we are all looking forward to having our upgraded High Street comatetdxbing able to enjoy
its benefits.

19-24 The Promenade (The Former Ghost Train Site)

P.A.S. objected, several months ago, to the planning application to build a terrace of ttkiekesises
on this site, which is identified in the current N.E. Edinburgh Local Plan as onke iwlimposed for
acquisition by the council for environmental improvement (Local Plan Policy 34adpieation would

also mean that the attractive row of listed cottages in Bath Place would bedlsathis development and,
to a very great extent, obscured from view.



The council rejected the application but the owner of the site lodged an appeal. Tish &setitutive
Reporter visited the site on October 4th and has just issued his decision dismesipgdal and refusing to
grant planning permission for the development. He was in no doubt that the proposed develouiddog w
detrimental to both the character and the appearance of this part of the cansareatiand that it would
seriously screen the listed Bath Place cottages, whose residents woulsengeprgiith excessive
reductions in privacy, from the Promenade. He also concluded that the setting sieth¥ilctorian
tenement on the corner of Bath Street and the Promenade would also be detyimiecsdd. The Reporter
put great emphasis on the access issues regarding the site and the hugelatiditiotiee development
would place on nearby on-street parking, concluding that the environmental consefueaxisting
residents of the level of overdevelopment proposed would be barely imaginable.

He also put great emphasis on the fact that the planning committee gavirsisrgason for rejecting the
application the reason that the site was detailed as one the council intended &faceavironmental
improvement, despite one council department thinking the opposite. On this issue ther Repurtented,
“It is my understanding that elected members determine decisions on caftiiment. There accordingly
remains much life and purpose in local plan policy 34”.

P.A.S. would therefore ask as many of its members as possible to ask our twbaslent@llors to put
pressure on the council to restart discussions with the owner of the site so thatdle ke acquired by the
council and that this part of the conservation area can be both protected and enhanceadedittbéddkin
Portobello.

‘Joppa Kids' Tubs

A few years ago PAS took over the planting of these tubs on the Promenade, at the fotdrofStteet and
wage a constant battle against blown sand and weeds to keep the plants growing.rélduk$oaPAS
member Tony King of Esplanade Terrace who has kept them watered, paytidutart this past hot
summer, and has given the tubs an annual coat of paint.

Congratulations To Arran Place Residents

The residents of Arran Place, off James Street, entered the
recent Keep Edinburgh Growing Competition, in the small

street category. Against strong competition across the city, they
came second and won £50 in gardening vouchers and a place at
the awards ceremony. Their courtyard has several planting areas
that were all in magnificent bloom, and Mrs Jean Thomson is
seen here in her area. Four PAS members also live in Arran
Place. Congratulations everyone!



P.A.S. Monthly Meetings

Would you like to find out more about what is happening in Portobello? Woultikeosomething don
about Portobello’s traffic and parking problems? Are you interestegrotecting and enhancing
Portobello's many listed buildings? Would you like to see the aynefitPortobello improved ar
environmental and landscaping projects carried dutre answer to any or all of the above questior
yes, then you are most welcome to come along too&m3.A.S.’s regular monthly meetings to air y:
views and to find out just what the society is doing to improve Pelitolior everyone who lives ar
works here. For details of meetings, please phone John Stewart on 669 6466.

Local Business Support For P.A.S.

Please use our excellent local businesses, especially thosle dip the society to make Portobell
pleasant place to live and to work. The society is very grateftiheofollowing businesses for thi
continued support as associate business members: -

Allan's, Chemist; Robin Bond, CA; Boots, Chemist; The Citizens' @éel@ureau; Findlay Meats; Brii
Forde, Optician; Gordons, Butchers; H.S.Kidd, Chemist; The King's Matatel, Kitchener"
Delicatessen; Kristoffersen Carpets; Mcintyre Lewis, 8olis & Estate AgentsMulberries Gift Shop
J & S Penman, Vets; Portobello Library; Jas. Scott, Funeral Directors; Stiaipes

Please support our local businesses, especially those who themselves suppat comiocinity.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions for the year April 2006 — March 2007 are now due. If you have not alreadyr phisl year,
please complete this slip and send it to:

Dr P.K.Wraith, 3 East Brighton Crescent, Portobello, Edinburgh EH15 1LR.

Name:

Address:

| enclose my subscription of:-

[ £5 per household (normal) ] £1 per household (retired/unwaged)

(Please tick as appropriate)



