PORTOBELLO COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the 108th meeting, held on 11th May 1993 in Portobello Library
PRESENT:
Susan Westwood (Treasurer and Acting Chair)
Harold Alexander-Bowen, Celia Butterworth, Kathleen Hart, Keith Jeffrey, Ray Lang, John Maule,
George Murray, Alexander Smith, Andrew L. Strachan, Nick Stroud, Robert Thomson, Bill Westwood,
Susan Westwood, Len Young.
APOLOGIES:
Cllr David Begg, Sandy Begg, Lawrence Marshall, Yvonne Motion, Margaret Smith, Tom Smith,
G. Stirling, Dr Gavin Strang.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr Ashley Pringle, Recreation Dept., Edinburgh District Council.
108.1

CHAIR
With only the Treasurer in post, Susan Westwood took the Chair for this meeting.

108.2

PORTOBELLO SPORTS CENTRE
Mr Pringle of Edinburgh District Council’s Recreation Department presented the plans for a
multi-purpose Indoor Bowls Centre on the old Pool site, in place of the original proposals for a
‘Dry Sports Centre’.
The original design had been abandoned because it was too expensive and didn’t cater for all
needs – notably the elderly. There had been a lot of demand for an indoor bowls centre,
including one from the Portobello Community Council in 1989. The current world champion is
26-year-old Richard Corsey, of Edinburgh, who has created a lot of interest in this activity,
which is now popular with all ages from 18 upwards, and suitable for families and the disabled.
The plans show a rectangular building, lower than the original one, with space for seven
bowling rinks (or six match-play rinks), and a two-storey section with shower and changing
facilities and a community room below, and cafe/restuarant, kitchen and bar above. The car
park alongside, with space for 79 cars, occupies some 50% of the site. The plain nature of the
building would be enhanced with architectural embellishments and extensive landscaping, with
many trees.
The Council’s intention is that the centre would be run by a local Management Committee,
composed of local residents and bowling representatives, advising the Council. Bowling would
only be a major activity in the winter season, and the building could be used for other purposes
in the summer season: activities then could include dancing, ice- and roller-skating, theatre
(suitable equipment would have to be imported), exhibitions etc. It might take up to a day to
convert the building between different uses.
Money is available in this year’s Council budget for a Bowls centre. Planning permission is
being sought, and should be readily forthcoming since previous objections have been taken into
account. Work could begin in the Autumn and the building be opened in Spring 1994.
Recurrent costs wouldn’t be a problem since indoor bowls tends to be profitable, while other
sports usually have to be subsidised.

Young people are being catered for elsewhere. For example there are 25-30 badminton courts
within two miles of Portobello. The Scottish Sports Council is developing plans to encourage
sport amongst young people, and the District Council is putting together a young person’s
activity strategy. Transport for youth groups could easily be arranged to other centres such as
Meadowbank.
108.3

TREASURER’S REPORT
We currently have:

£ 205.05 in the general account
£1,017.93 on deposit
£ 126.62 in the illuminations accounts
£ 506.79 in the Joppa Tennis Courts account
£ 675.00 just received as this year’s grant from the District Council

108.4

ELECTION OF OFFICIALS
The vacancies for Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Secretary were all vacant, and each
received one nomination. (Susan Westwood is continuing as Treasurer.) Our new ‘top table’ is
therefore:
Chairperson:

Len Young

Vice Chairperson:

Bill Westwood

Secretary:

Tom Smith

All were confirmed unanimously and with best wishes.
108.5

AOCB

108.5a

We have received a letter from Yvonne Motion requesting consideration of the relationship
between the Community Council and Community Centre; we will discuss this at the next
meeting.

108.5b

Sandy Smith reported that this year’s Portobello Festival runs from 12th to 19th June, with the
float procession on the 19th. The organisers need help with stewarding, distributing
programmes, giving out pamphlets and so on. Anyone willing to help please contact Brenda
Molony (669 3466).

108.5c

Len Young nominated Drew Strachan to be the Community Council’s official representative on
the Joppa Tennis Courts sub-committee. Drew agreed, and will try and get a copy of the
Tennis Courts accounts for the Community Council Treasurer.

108.5d

Susan Westwood will try and find someone to audit our books, starting with Colin O’Brien.

108.6 FUTURE MEETINGS
The next meetings will be held on

Tuesday 22nd June
Tuesday 24th August

There will be no meeting in July. Time: 7:30pm; place: to be arranged.

NOTICE OF MEETING
The 109th Ordinary Meeting of Portobello Community Council
will be held on Tuesday 22nd June 1993 at 7:30pm,
in *?*.

AGENDA
1. Chairman’s welcome; apologies
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
3. Matters arising
4. Sub-Committee Reports
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Relationship between Community Council and Portobello Centre
7. AOCB
8. Date of next meeting

